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ACCUSATION, TRIAL, DEFENCE, 
- SENTENCE, | 
EXECUTION, AND LAST WILL, 
LEWIS XVI. 7 
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GIVING 


An Account of his magnanimous behaviour from the de- 
: - cree” of the National Convention to bring Aim to. 
Trial as a traitor, to his laſt affectionate inter- | 
view with his unfortunate family, on 
the 21ft — of January 1793, the | $0 
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VIEW AND DESCRIPTION OFTHE GUILLOTINE 
4 ON WHICH HE 8UFFERED. 
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3 EDINBURGH: 
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THE 


ACCUSATION, &c. 


Tux Charges, Trial, Sentence, and Execution 
of the late unfortunate Lewis XVI. with other 
events lately and daily taking place in France; 
are events of infinite moment, for the ex- 
perience and contemplation of mankind in ge- 
neral, and the inhabitants of Great Britain in 
particular. The following Narrative has been 
drawn up from the moſt authentic ſources of 
information, and has for a recommendation its 


being untainted with any political prejudice, 


As there are a few circumſtances immediate- 
ly connected with, and introductory of, che trial 
here _— to de ſtated, theſe n irſt be men. 
tioned. | 

The firſt | is, That FA 3 ai * 
termined that Lewis is heul be brought to their 

pt A tribunal, 
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tribunal, a committee was appointed, from their 
own body, ſeveral weeks previous to the com- 
mencement of the trial, to ranſack the Thuille- 
ries for papers of crimination, and to collect evi- 
dence through every channel poflible whereon 
to found accuſations againſt the fallen monarch. 

The next circumſtance, which is of equal 
public notoriety, was the order of the Municipal 
Council, after the Convention had decreed that 
Lewis ſhould ſtand in judgment at their bar,. 
that the priſoners at the Temple ſhould be de- 
prived of every edged and ſharp inſtrument. 
This order, which was moſt minutely and ſtrict- 
ly executed, treated Lewis and his family 
as the moſt heinous of criminals, and carried 
with it a ſtrong preſumption that ſomething 
momentous was in contemplation. Indeed the | 
following expreſſion, declared in many public 
places, juſtified the worſt conjectures, (for none 
dared to defend with impunity this ill-fated mo- 
narch), „That the execution of Lewis on a 
% ſcaffold would be too glorious a fight to be 
« baffled by his ſtealing out of life through the 
“ aid of © bair bodkin /” 

Lewis, thus preſerved for a public exhibition, 
received the firſt ſignal of the awful ſcene that 
awaited him on the morning of the 11th De- 
cember. He was alarmed about eight o'clock by 
an unuſual beat of a drum and trampling of horlſ- 
es, 
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es, in the court of the Temple. kexcrnne; i at 
the moment, of the real cauſe of the ſounds he 
heard, and which, according to the report to 
the Committee of the municipal officer whoſe 
duty it was that morning to attend him, ſeemed 
to impreſs him and his family with conſiderable 
perſonal apprehenſions; it was hence evident 
with what ſecrecy the Convention had kept from 
Lewis, not only every knowledge of the Articles 
of Accuſation which their Committee had for 
ſeveral weeks been accumulating againſt him, 
but alſo the very day and hour when he was to 
be brought up and arraigned on the charges his 
joint accuſers and judges had framed. | 
This ſtratagem of embarraſſing Lewis proved, 
however, abortive, as will be found from the 
aptneſs of his replies, collected manner, and 
dignity of addreſs, on this truly monientons oc- 
caſion. 
The alarms above expreſſed by him were not 
a little increaſed from the municipal officer's in- 
formation, that the cauſe would be explained 
by the Mayor of Paris, who was arrived for the 
purpoſe ; but that ſuch information could not 
be communicated ta him in the preſence of any 
of his family, not even in that of his young ſon, 
The ſeparation operated with a force on the 
mind of Lewis as it left him little doubt, but that 
he was either about to ſuffer inſtant aſſaſſina- 
"os .- tion, 
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tion, or to be led, for the greater formality, to 
yield his life on a ſcaffold, The introduction 
of the Mayor immediately diſſipated thoſe appre- 
henſions; and the announcement of the decree 
to bring him that day to the bar of the Conven- 
tion, however unprepared to anſwer charges of 
accuſation, being a lefſer evil than the belief of 
immediate death, operated as a ray of comfort. 
On this great occaſion, every precaution was 
taken to prevent the poſſibility of commotion. 
By half after eight, above 100,000 men were 
under arms in the different diſtricts of the me- 
tropolis. The garden of the Thuilleries, the 
Place de Carouſal, and the Place de Vendome, 
were all filled with troops —and the *, 
magazines, &c. were ſtrongly guarded. | 
About one, in the afternoon, Lewis left the 
Temple, eſcorted by large bodies of horſe and 
foot, under the command of Santerre. The 
Mayor, and two members of the Convention, 
accompanied him in the carriage, around which 
upwards of thirty municipal officers attended. 
The announcement of his arrival at the door 
of the Convention being made, the hall, which 
was before exceedingly tumultuous, was diſtin- 
guiſhed by an awful ſtillneſs the members were 
all ſeated, the tribunes obſerved the moſt per- 
fect ſilence, and the ſcene beckme Mga gone 
and impreſſive. Th - 


* 
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It was immediately * that Lewis ſhould 
"es brought to the bar; in the interval of which 
Barrere the Preſident : made a ſhort ſpedch;} in 
which he recommended to the members of the 
Aſſembly, and the citizens in the Tribunes, :a 
ſtrict preſervation of that decorum and dignity 
which on ſo momentous an occaſion became the 
majeſty of the people. | 

Lewis now entered the bar, accompanied by 
the Mayor, Commandant General and Etat Ma- 
jor of the Pariſian Guard, and preſented to; the 
aſtoniſhed eyes of the inhabitants of Paris the 
noyel and awful ſpectacle of a monarch appear- 
ing, in a ſtate. of accuſation, before a tribunal 
compoſed of his own ſubjects.— He appeared 
perfectly compoſed; with a dignity. of mein ra- 
ther ſuited to a ſenſe of his former conſequence 
than his preſent ſituation, and with a counte- 
nance fomewhat: more healthy. than might have 
been expected. He looked round him with an 
air of ſurpriſe, yet without expreſſing any ſtrong 
emotion; and ſeemed, for a ſhort interval, to 
have his eye arreſted by the ſtandards captured 
from the enemy, which were fixed as decora- 
tions on the cieling of the hall. 

He having taken his ſeat at the bar, (che Preſt 
dent previouſly informing him he might do ſo), 
Barrere addreſſed his late Sovereign, in the _ 
of profound filence, in the following terms : 
| SE... 7 8„ 
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„LEWIS, The people of France accuſe you— 
* the National Convention has decreed that you 
< ſhall be tried, and that its members ſhall be 
& yaur judges—you will now hear the declara- 
64 tion of the crimes imputed to you—and you 


te are to anſwer to ſuch queſtions as * be pro- i 


6 TOP neg 


To this Addreſs the King made no reply.— 
The declaration of each charge was now made 
by the Secretary Malhie, and the interrogatory 
put on every ſeparate article by the Preſident. 

For a clear and more facile conception of this 


body of crimination, the following arrangement 


exhibits the complete ſubſtance of every charge 
_ againſt the unfortunate Lewis, with his reſpec- 
tive anſwers. And, for ſtill greater perſpi- 
cuity, 'and to avoid the confuſed prolixity of 
both Preſident and Secretary addreſſing the ci- 
devant monarch, the Preſident only ſhall be the 
— of the crimes alledged. | 


Profident. You are accuſed of interrupting, 


on the 2oth of June, 1789, the ſitting of the 


Conſtituent Aſſembly, by ſuſpending the mem- 


bers from their functions, and violently driving 


them from their place of convention. 
Lewis. There exiſted at that time no law 
which forbade ſuch a uſe of power. 


Pref, 


O Ax 4 twSd wnd FS 
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Pref. On the 20th of June 1789, you fur- 
_ rounded the ſitting of the Conſtituent Aſſembly 


with troops, then repared thither to dictate laws 


to the nation, by preſenting to the Aﬀembly two 
royal declarations ſubverſive of liberty, and by 


arbitrarily- commanding the members to ſepa- 


rate. 
Lewis. I acted acconfing to the right with 
which I was then inveſted. 


Pref. In July 1789, you ordered the regi- 


ment of Flanders to march to Verſailles, with a 
conſiderable body of other troops, by which 


meaſure the lives of ſeveral of the citizens were 


loſt ; which army you did- not remove till the 
Baſtile was taken, and a n inſurrection had 
enſued. | 

Lewis. At that period I poſſeſſed the right of 
marching the troops where I deemed neceſſary 
to require—but I had no deſign, wiſh, or inten- 
tion of ſhedding blood. 

Preſ. After this event you — in your 
plans againſt the national liberty, by delaying to 
ſanction the Rights of Man, and the Decrees for 
aboliſhing perſonal ſervitude, feudal rights and 
tithes. 

Lewis. I acted in theſe inſtances 3 as 
prudence and juſtice appeared to me to demand. 
Preſ. At the feſtival at Verſailles you excited 
your guards, while the origies were celebrated 
| „ in 
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„ 
in your ſight, to inſult the nation, by allowing 
the national cockade to be trampled under foot, 
and did yourſelf wear the white cockade. 
Lais. What paſſed at the feſtival was un- 
known to me, but by relation afterwards—and 
the charges reſpecting the cockade are falſe. 
Preſ. At the fœderation of the 14th July 
1790, you took an oath, which you afterwards - 
violated, by endeavouring to corrupt the public 
mind, through the agency of Talon in Paris, and 
of Mirabeau, (who was to publiſh a memorial 
- againſt the Revolution), in the provinces. ' 
Lewis. It is impoſſible for me to call accu- 
rately to my remembrance what paſſed at that 
diſtance of time; but be it what it may, it was 
previous to my acceptance of the conſtitution. 
Pref. To further this corruption of the public 
you diſtributed, at that interval, large ſums of 


money among the populace, whilſt riding 


through the Fauxbourg St Antoine, for the infi- 
dious ends of gaining popularity, and enflaving 
the people. 

[Here the unfortunate Monarch, for the firſt 
and only time, appeared ſtrongly affected the 
tears of ſenſibility ſtole down his check—he 
wiped them away, and gave the Web digni- 
fied anſwer :] 

Lewis. To give aſſiſtance to thoſe who ap- 


. peared to be in want ever afforded me heartfelt 
miele 


* 


fatisfaction. I had no view but their relief in 


ſo doing, and no inſidious object 
Pref. Still more to further your plans againſt 


public liberty, you meditated an eſcape; by pro- 
poſing to go, as on the 28th of * 790, from 


Verſailles to St Cloud. | 
Lewis. This charge is abſurd on the very 


| face * # as - 


; Pref. A plan of counter-revolytion was pre- 
ſented you 1n the month of February 1791.— 
You then aſſembled a number of nobility to fa- 
vour your eſcape, and while you amuſed the re- 
preſentatives of the people by your declarations 
to foreign powers, you were meditating that 
flight which you afterwards effected on the 21ſt 


of June following, and in which Bouille was or- 


dered by you to aſſiſt with an armed force. 

. Lewjs. I have no recollection of the contents 
of the memorial alledged to have been preſented 
me in February. As to my journey to Varennes, 
I refer to the anſwers I at that time made to the 
Commiſſioners appointed by the Conſtituent 


Aſſembly. 


(As the following declarations of the King and 


Queen are immediately connected with the pre- 
ſent examination, it has been thought proper 


to introduce them. ) 


B | DECLA- 


( 16 ) 


' DECLARATION OF THE KING 


To the Crna: appointed by the Conſtituent 
Aſſembly to examine him reſpecting his Eſcape. 


I think it neceſſary, reſpecting the miſſion 
with which you are charged, to obſerve to you, 
that I do not underſtand ſubmitting to interroga- 
tories ; but I will willingly, fince the National 
Aſſembly requires it, make public the motives 
which induced me to quit Paris :—They were 
the threats and the outrages committed againſt 
my family and myſelf, and which have been cir- 
culated in different publications ; and all theſe 
inſults have remained unpuniſhed. I thence 
thought that it was neither ſafe nor proper for 
me to remain any longer in Paris; but, in quit- 
ting the capital, I never had an intention of 
going out of the kingdom. I never made, on 
this ſubject, any agreement, either with the 
neighbouring powers, with my family, or with 
the French malecontents in foreign countries. 
My plan was, to retire to Montmedi, for which 
purpoſe I had previouſly ordered apartments to 
be provided for me there. As that town is well 
fortified, I thought I could not chooſe a better 
place for the ſafety of my family. Being near 
the frontiers, I ſhould have been at hand to op- 

poſe every invaſion of France which might be 
attempted. 


n 


attempted, I ſhould beſides have been able to 
. go, with more facility, to thoſe places where my 
preſence might be neceſſary. Another powerful 


motive of my retreat was, to put an end to the 
aſſertion of my not being at liberty, If my in- 
tention had been to go into a foreign country, 
] ſhould not have publiſhed my memorial before 
my departure—l would have done it after I paſ- 
ſed the frontiers, Beſides, ſhould a knowledge 
of our intentions be defired in that particular, 
let the ſame memorial be conſulted ; at the end 
of which will be ſeen with how mud pleaſure I 
promiſe to the Pariſians to join them again. As 
a further corroboration of this, I had in my 
carriage only 13,200 livres in gold, and 560,000 
in aſſignats. I declare ſolemnlv that I was not 
adviſed to this ſtep by any one, and that I alone 
projected and executed it. I informed Monſieur 
of it only on the evening of my departure; and 
it was agreed between us that we ſhould not 
purſue the ſame route. I gave orders to the 
three perſons who were found with me to follow 
me; the ſame evening one of them received my 
orders. The paſſport which I had with me was 
neceſſary to facilitate my journey, and the route 
for Frankfort was not even kept. I have made 
no other proteſtation than the memorial which I 
left behind me, and which has been publiſhed, 
in which there is no attack againſt the principles 
| po 
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of the Conſtitution, but only againſt the form— 
The decrees not having been paſſed together, I 
could not fo well judge of their propriety. I ex- 
perienced in my journey that the public opinion 
was decidedly in favour of the Conſtitution. I 
did not believe that I could with a certainty 
come at a knowledge of this fact at Paris. Con- 
vinced how much it was neceſſary to give force 
to the eſtabliſhed powers, as ſoon as I knew the 
general will, I did not heſitate to make thoſe ſa- 
crifices, which the welfare of the people, always 
the object of my wiſhes, required of me. 


(Signed) LEWIS.” 


DECLARATION OF THE QUEEN. 


I declare, that the King being deſirous of 
quitting Paris with his children, nothing in na- 
ture could have diſſuaded me from following 
him; for, that I never will conſent to quit him, 
my whole conduct for theſe two years paſt has 
given ſufficient proofs. I was confirmed in my 
determination to follow him, from the confi- 
dence and perſuaſion which I had, that he 
would never quit the kingdom. Had he been 
ſo inclined, all my influence would have been 
exerted to prevent him. The governeſs of my 
daughter, who had been indiſpoſed for five 


weeks, did not receive orders for departure till 
the 


8. 

the evening preceding. She kad not even tak. 
en any cloaths with her —I-was obliged to lend 
her ſome—She was abſolutely ignorant of her 
deſtination. The three couriers neither knew 
the deſtination nor the object of the journey 
they were ſupplied from time to time with mo- 
ney upon the road, and received our orders as 
we proceeded. The two femmes de chambre 
did not receive orders till the moment of our 
departure—one of them, whoſe huſband was in 

the palace, had not an opportunity of ſeeing 
him. Monſieur and Madame ſeparated from 
us, and took the road to Mons, only to avoid 
embarraſſment, and to prevent delay from the 
want of horſes upon the road—they were to 
join us in France. We went out of the palace 
by paſſing through the apartment of M. Ville- 
quier ; and, that we might not be perceived, we 
went ſeparately, and at ſome diſtance of time 
from each other. 


( * 


(Signed) MARII ANTONIETTE.” 


We will now purſue the charges. 


Pref. You afterwards capes with La 
Fayette and Mirabeau, for the purpoſe of over- 
turning the Conſtitution, in conſequence of 
which ſeveral citizens lives were loſt on the 
17th of July, in the Champ de Mars. 


Lewis. 


though all affairs, reſpecting the Conſtitution, 
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Lewis. I have no knowledge of any ſuch 
conſpiracy, and what happened on the 1 7th of 
July cannot poſſibly regard me. 

Pref. You paid large ſums about the ſame in- 
terval, for libels, pamphlets, and journals, writ- 
ten with a deſign to pervert the public opinion, 
to diſcredit the aſſignats, and ſupport the cauſe 
of the emigrants. 

Lewis. I have no knowledge of any ſuch cir- 
cumſtances. 


Preſ. You affected to accept the Conſtitu- 


tion on the 14th of September 1791 —Yout 
ſpeech pronounced that you meant to maintain 
it; yet you laboured its overthrow before it 
was completed, 

Lewis, No ſpecification is made how I at- 
fempted to overturn the ( Conſtitution I had ac- 


cepted—1 cannot anſwer a nullity. 


Pref. Though a Convention took place at 


Pilnitz, on the 24th of July, between Leopold 
of Auſtria and Frederic-William of Branden- 
burg, for the expreſs purpoſe of re-eſtabliſhing 
in France the throne of abſolute monarchy, you 
concealed it from the National Aſſembly till it 
was known to all Europe. 

Lewis. I acquainted the Legiſlative Body with 
that event the inſtant that 1 was appriſed of it ; 


more immediately concerned my Miniſters. 
Pref. 


1 

Pref. Arles raiſed the ſtandard of Revolt; you 
favoured it by ſending Commiſſioners, not to 
check, but to encourage the attempts, by juſti- 
fying them. | 

Lewis. The Commilllonery inſtructions will 
ſufficiently evince the nature of the orders with 
which they were entruſted, and I knew none of 
the Commiſſioners when the Miniſters propoſed 
them to me. 

Preſ. Avignon and Comptat Venaſin had 
been re- united to France; but you did not exe- 
cute the decree till a month after; and during 
that delay, a civil war deſolated the country, 
and the Commiſſioners you ſent completed the 
devaſtation. 

Lewis. I do not recollect what 3 attended 


the execution of the decree—but the charge 
cannot affect me perſonally they who were 


che and thoſe who ſent them, are alone reſpon- 
le. | 


Preſ. Nimes, Montaban, Mendes, and Jales, 
had experienced violent commotions in the com- 
mencement of liberty—You did nothing to 


check theſe ſeeds of Counter- revolution till 


the moment when the conſpiracy of Saillant 
broke out. 


Lewis. I gave only thoſe orders which were 
propoſed to me by my Miniſters. 


© Pig 
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| Pref. You ſent two battalions againſt the 
M,rſeilleſe, who were marching to reduce the 
Counter-revolutioniſts of Arles. 

Lewis. I muſt have the proper papers before 
I can anſwer this charge: 

Pref. You gave the command of the ouch to 
Wiginſt1ein, who wrote to you, on the 21ſt 
of April, after he had been recalled, in theſe 
terms, a few moments more, and I will rally 
round your Majeſty's throne millions of French- 
men, become once more worthy of the withes- 
which you form for their ha pineſs. 

Lewis. This letter, even by the ſtatement of 
the charge; is poſterior to his recal ; but I re- 
member no ſuch, letter, and Wiginſthein has 
not been employed ſince his recal. 

Pref. You paid your ci-devant body guards 
at Coblentz, in 1791 and 1792, and remitted 
conſiderable ſums to Bouille, La Vaguyon, 
Choiſeul, Beapre D' Hamilton, and the woman 
Polignac. | 

Lewis. The nioment that I N intelli- 
gence that my former body guards had aſſem- 
bled in the neighbourhood of the Rhine, I or- 
dered their pay to be ſtopped. I remember no- 
thing reſpecting che reſt. 

Preſ. our brothers, enemies to the ſtate, 
rallied emigrants round their ſtandards; they 
raiſed regiments; made loans and contracted 
alliances in your name z. you did not diſavow 


them 


2 


We . 
* 


— 0 


. 


f 
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them till the moment when you was very cer- 
tain you could not injure their plans. Your 
correſpondence with them is proved by a note - 
in the hand-writing of Lewis-Staniſlas-Xavier, 
ſigned by both your brothers, as follows : 


“J have written to you, but it was by poſt, 
and I could fay nothing. We are here two 
who make only one: the ſame ſentiments, . the 
ſame principles, the ſame ardour to ſerve you. 


We obſerve filence; by breaking it too ſoon, we 


ſhould expoſe ourſelves ; but we ſhall ſpeak out 
when we are ſure of general ſupport, and that 
moment is near. If they ſpeak to us on the 
part of thoſe people we will not liſten. If it is 
on your's we will liſten ; but we will go ſtraight 
on our way. If they wiſh, therefore, that you 
ſhould make us do ſomething, be under no re- 
ſtraint. Be eaſy reſpecting your ſafety, we ex- 
iſt only to ſerve you; we will exert ourſelves 
for that purpoſe with ardour, and every thing 
will go well. Even our enemies have too much 
intereſt in your preſervation to commit an uſeleſs 
crime, which would complete their ruin. A- 
dien ! | | 

L. s. XAVIER, 

CHARLES PHILLIP PE.“ 


9 Lewis. 
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EY I diſavowed all the proceedings of my 
brothers, according to the injunctions of the 
Conſtitution, the moment that I had any know- 
| ledge of them. Of the one ſtated I have no 
knowledge whatever. | 
Pref. You neglected to raiſe the army t to 1 
uſual war eftabliſhment, and oppoſed the leyying 
20,000, as decreed by the Legiſlative Aſſembly. 
Lewis. I gave poſitive orders to the miniſters 
to augment the army to the war-eſtabliſhment, 
likewiſe ordered a liſt to be laid before the Aſ- 
ſembly. If my miniſters either were deceived, 
or deceived themſelves, I am not to blame. 

| . Pref. You gave orders to the commanders of 
the troops to diſorganize the armies, to excite 
whole regiments to deſert, and to paſs the 
Rhine, in order that they might join your bro- 
thers and Leopold of Auſtria, This fact is 
-proved by a letter from Toulengeon. | 
Lewis, There is not a word of truth in this 
accuſation. | 

Pref. You charged your brothers and other 
agents to ſtrengthen the peace between Tur; 
key and Auſtria, that the latter, by eng 
key troops from the Turkiſh frontier, might be 
be enabled to direct a greater force againſt 
France, as is proved by a letter from M. Choiſ- 
ſeul Gouffier, Ambaſſador-at Conſtantinople. 
Lewis. M. Gouffier has not ſpoken the truth 


No ſuch meaſure ever exiſted. 


Prof 
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Preſ. You did not inform the Legiſlative Body 
of the hoſtile intentions of Pruffia till the roth 
of July 1792, when you announced that 50,000 
of her troops were marching againſt France. 
Lewis. J had no knowledge of the fact before 
that period. All the diplomatic correſpondence 
paſſed through the channel of the Miniſters. 
u placed Dabancourt, the nephew 
ne, at the head of the war depart- 
u and by ordering the frontier towns to be 
iſmantled, Longwy and Verdun were immedi- 
ately delivered up to the enemy, * 
Lewis. I was ignorant that Dabancourt was 
the Nephew of Calonne It was not I'who left 
thoſe places in a defenceleſs ſtate—If fuch-was 
their ſituation; I knew nothing of it 
Preſ. You have deſtroyed the navy, by con- 
tinually ſuffering Bertrand to give ſo many paſſ- 
ports, as not to leave ſufficient officers for port- 
 duty—and when the Legiſlative Body repreſent- 
ed to you, on the 8th of March, his culpable 
conduct, you did not diſmiſs him. 
Leis. I endeavoured to retain the officers by 
every meaſure in my power; and as the Aſſem- 
bly produced no ſpecific charge againſt Bertrand, 
that appeared to me of a criminal nature, Tdid 
not deem it juſt to diſmiſs him. 
Preſ. You ſent agents to the Colonies to ef- 
fe& a Counter: revolution there, at the ſame time 
it was not to have taken place at home. 


Lewis, 


( 20 ) , 


| Lewis. If any perſons have ſaid they were my 
een in the Colonies, they have not ſpoken 
the truth—I had no ſhare whatever in what you 
now ſtate. 

Pref. The interior parts of the country were 

agitated by fanatics—you declared yourſelf their 
protector, by manifeſting an evident intention of 
recovering through them your former power. 

Lewis. The charge merits no anſwer—I had 
neither intention nor knowledge of any fuch 
project. | 

Preſ. The Legiſlative Body paſſed a iis 
againſt refractory prieſts, but you pms the 
execution of it by your vETo. 

Lewis. The Conſtitution. inveſted me with 
Fas: and full powers to reject or ſanction de- 
Crees. 

Pref. The fermentation increaſed, and the 
Miniſter declared, that he knew.no exiſting laws 
by which the guilty could be puniſhed. The 
Legiſlative Body paſſed a new decree, and you 
en the execution of that alſo. 

Leis. The ſame reply. 

Pref. You continued the pay of your eme 
after they had been diſbanded for their inciviſm 
—and wrote moreover a letter of thanks to 
them. 

Lewis. I continued their pay only until they 
ſhould form a new eſtabliſhment, according as 
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the decree required. Their former ſervices | me- 
rited a letter of thanks. 

Pref. You retained your Swiſs guards about 
your perſon, in expreſs contradiction to the Con- 
ſtitution. 

Lewis. I fulfilled every decree on \ that fubjec. 

Pref, You authoriſed Gilles and D*Angre- 
mont ſecretly to maintain private companies in 
Paris, for the purpoſe of exciting commotions fa- 
yourable to your plans of a Counter-revolution, 
The receipts of Gilles, who was ordered to or- 
ganiſe a company of ſixty men, will be * 
_ ed to you. 

Lewis. I am utterly ignorant of theſe ſchemes | 
attributed to me and thoſe men. An idea of a 
Counter-revolution never entered my head. 
Preſ. Lou endeavoured, by conſiderable ſums, 
to bribe ſeveral Members of the Conſtituent and 
Legiſlative Aſſemblies, who preſented you with 
plans for a Counter- revolution. 

Lewis. Many perſons preſented me with ſuch 
plans, but I uniformly rejected them all. | 
Pre/. Who were the * that preſented 
ſuch plans? | 

Lewis. The plans themſelves were ſo abſurd 
and vague, that I do not at this time recollect. 

Preſ. To whom did you PRs or give mo · 
ney for ſuch plans? 

Lewis, No one. 


Prof 
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Pref. By neglecting to require reparation for 
inſults offered to French Patriots in ſeveral Courts 
of Europe, particularly Germany, Italy, and Spain, 
you have ſuffered a degradation of the national 
character. | | 

Lewis. The diplomatic correſpondence will 
ſhew the reverſe—beſides that buſineſs, more 
immediately concerned the Miniſters, 

Preſ. On the roth of Auguſt laſt, you review- 

ed, at five o'clock in the morning, the Swiſs 
guards from your palace. 
Lewis I that day reviewed all the troops that 
were aſſembled near me the Mayor, the Muni- 
cipality—and all the Conſtituent authorities 
were with me— I had even requeſted a deputa- 
tion might be ſent me from the National Aﬀem- 
- bly, that I might concert with them the neceſ- 
fary meaſſures—and I afterwards repaired to we 
Aſſembly with my family. 

Preſ. Why did you aſſemble fo large a body 
of troops at the palace ? 

Lewis. All the conſtituent authorities knew 
that the palace was threatened—and as I was 
one of the conſtituted A NEST I had a right 
to defend myſelf. 

Preſ. Why did you cauſe the blood of the 
French to be ſpilled. 

Lewis, Sir, it was not my act. 
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Preſ. Why did you authoriſe Septeuil to mo- 

nopoliſe ſugar, grain, and other articles at Ham- 
burgh 7 

Lewis. I have no knowledge i in ſuch circum- 
ſtances. 

Pre. Why did you put a Veto on the decree 

ordering a camp of 20,900 men to be formed 


round Paris? 
Lewis: The Conſtitution gave me full powers 


to ſanction decrees or not—and even at that 
time I ordered a camp to be at Soiſſons. 

| Pref. As I have no more queſtions to propoſe 
to you, have you any * n to add to 
your defence? | 

Lewis. I requeſt to ſee the —_— 
the accuſations againit me are founded—and 
that I may be allowed the right of Sy 
Council to conduct my cauſe; 


The Preſident informed 2 that by a de- 
cree of the Convention he was entitled to have 
the papers communicated to him. The papers 
were accardingly handed him for inſpection— 
of far the greater part of which he 5 diſ- 
claimed all knowledge. 

When aſked, reſpecting the letter to La Fay- 
| ette, in which he requeſts that General to act 
with Mirabean, for ſome cauſe, not explained, 
he ſaid—“ This n to be my hand-writing 

but 
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ut the project alluded to was certainly not 
that of a counter-reyolution—and, at all events, 
there can no be criminality in a letter that was 
never ſent. _ 

After all the papers, then rody. had been 
ſhewn to him, he was informed that he might 
retire, with his attendants, into another apart- 
ment; when the Preſident took the opinion of 
the Afſembly, whether Lewis Capet ſhould be 
re-conduQted to the Temple. This was imme- 
diately decreed ; and, after a conſiderable tu- 
mult, and iind of motions, it was likewiſe 
decreed, on the motion of Treilbard, amended 
by Petion, that Lewis, in conformity to law, had 
a right to chooſe Council. — The late King was 
then re- conducted to the Temple, under * 
ſame eſcort. 

The whole conduct of Lewis, on the fore. 


going ſolemn and trying occafion, did him the 
| greateſt credit, whether we conſider, the firm 


dignity of his appearance—his perfect collected- 


neſs and compoſure, or the readineſs, pertinen- 
cy, and even acuteneſs of his replies, in general, 

to charges, which, as before ſtated, had been 
withheld from his knowledge with a ſtudied and 
ungenerous ſecrecy. In ſhort, his entire de- 
meanour, during theſe two critical hours of exa- 
mination, reflected high honour on him as a 


__ and have placed his mental endowments 
and 


. 
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and exertions on a point of elevation and eſteem, - 
of which neither his countrymen nor foreigners, 
I believe, had any previous, or adequate concep- 
tion. 3 

Lewis availing himſelf of the priviledge grant- 
ed him to chuſe Council, thought of none in 
whom he could place ſuch confidence as Tar. 
get; but what muſt have been his feelings when 
this perſon whom he honoured with the nomi- 
nation refuſed, firſt, on the ground of age—he- 
ſhould have reſted there; but to his eternal 
diſhonour and diſgrace as a profeſional advocate, 
he added, that his preſent republican principles 
would not admit of his AT the defence 
of Lewis. | 

Such was the grateful return from one who 
had formerly liberally experienced his royal mu- 


nificence. 


But let us turn from a character juſtly 3 
ed with public execration and odium, to that of 
the amiable Tronchet. He too might have 
pleaded the advance of age for declining the ap- 
plication and defence of his degraded Sovereign. 
Profeſſional duty and honour, however, impreſ- 
ſed him too forcibly to reſort to the mean and 
moſt reprehenſible evaſion of political opinions 
or principles. His letter to the Miniſter of 
Juſtice reflects ſuch a luſtre on the profeſſional 

character of a legal Advocate, and preſents 
D ſuch 
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ſuch 2 noble diſintereſtedneſs of conduct, and 


ſtriking contraſt to the deteſtable ſubterfuge of 
Target, as moſt deſcrvedly to demand an inſer- 
tion in this narrative. 


Peeaxis, December 13th, 1792. 
9 CITIZEN MINISTER, 
Entirely a ſtranger to the court, with which 
I never had the leaſt connection, direct or indi- 
rect, I did not expect to ſee myſelf forced to a- 
bandon my country habitation, and the abſolute 
retreat to which I had devoted myſelf, to con- 
cur in the defence of Lewis X VI. 

If T conſulted my inclinations and my cha- 
racter, I ſhould not heſitate to refuſe a miſſion, 
of which I feel the extreme e delicacy, and per- 
haps, peril. | 

However it may be, I devote myſelf to the 
duty which humanity impoſes on me. As a man 
J cannot refuſe my aid to another man, over. 
whoſe head the ſword of juſtice is ſulpended. 

* Receive, I beg you, the oath I now take, 
and which I ſhould wiſh to fee made public— 
that, whatever be the event, I ſhall receive no 
un of OAT Kat from any one on 


1 


I am, with reſpect, 
BY | Citizen Miniſter, your fellow citizen, 
; TRON CHET. 8 


To the Miniſter of Juſtice.” 


It 


* 


It is an act alſo of common juſtiee to notice 
the courage and virtue of Lamoignon Maleſner- 
bes, who voluntarily and unſolicited offered him- 
ſelf as an advocate in the cauſe and defence of 
his late Sovereign, . when abandoned by Tar- 
get. His offer was accepted with a ſenſe of ob- 
ligation that ſtarted a filent tear of - gratitude 
from the eye of the unhappy Lewis. 

During the important and critical interval I 
am now deſcribing, the ungrateful and unwor- 
thy conduct of Target was not the only circum- 
ſtance that added to the already accumulate d af⸗- 
flictions of the ci-· devant Monarch. Though the 
Convention had decrecd on the 13th that his 
Council ſhould have free admittance to, and 
hold unreſtrained conſultations with him, it was 
not until the afternoon of Saturday the 14th 
that acceſs could be obtained, | 

When it is conſidered that the Committee of 
Accuſation were upwards, of three months in 
collecting and digeſting the evidence to be ad - 
duced againſt Lewis, and that it was not with» 
out ſtrenuous oppoſition, from no ſmall part of 
the Convention, that the interval allowed him 
and his Council to make his final defence a- 
gainſt the hoſt. of charges was extended only to 
a few days, every generous and candid mind 
muſt feel, poignant indignation, that ſour days 
of the little period, ſo big with the fate of this 
921. once 
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once great Monarch, ſhould be ſuffered to elapſe 
without permittin him to advance a ſingle ſtep 
in his ultimate defence. But how muſt that in- 
dignation be increaſed, on the complaint of his 
advocates to the Convention, that even when ad- 
mitted to his preſence, not a ſingle criminating 
paper had been delivered for their inſpection, 
and to which the defence they were to frame 
related. | 

There was another affiiting circumſtance 
which greatly tended, during this ſolemn inter- 
val of his ſuſpended fate, to embitter moments, 
which ſhould have left his mind as ſerene as 
poſſible while forming his defence. The ſe- 
paration from that part of his family, where 
ſocial love and tenderneſs, from ſympathy of af- 
fections, and reciprocity of ſituations, might 
have ſomewhat aſſuaged the agitations and afflic- 
tions of his boſom. The comfort, indeed, of 
ſeeing his children was granted him; but with 
the congenial partner of his ſorrows and misfor- 
tunes all intercourſe was rigidly denied. 

On what ground, otherwiſe than that of in- 
humanity, this order was iſſued, is not eaſy to 
aſcertain, unleſs the inveterate foes and accuſers 
of Lewis are ſuppoſed to have been apprehenfive, 
that the known ſtrength and brilliancy of An- 
toinette's underſtanding might have aſſiſted, 
* the conſtruction of his defence, in ſug- 

geſting 


— ' 
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geſting ſuch obſervations and arguments as 
would give it an increaſe of force. 

Under theſe, and other afflicting circumſtan- 
ces that could be mentioned, which marked that 
important interval, immediately preceding the 
ſtatement by council of his final defence, it 
would have been no wonder if the fortitude of 
Lewis had ſunk, and that even reaſon had quit- 
ted her throne. Yet to his great credit, under 
the foregoing accumulation of cruel and unjuſt 
treatment, and during the extreme labours and 
attentions, neceflary to be exerted on his part, 
in the formation of his defence, his ſtability and 
preſence of mind never once forſook him. He 
converſed with his advocates with aſtoniſhing 
collectedneſs, replied to an infinity of queſtions 
with the utmoſt readineſs and perſpicuity, and 


communicated ſtatements and information, with - 


ſuch preciſion and vigour of memory, as conſi- 
derably excited their admiration, and forcibly 
impreſſed them with an elevated opinion of the 

unfortunate Monarch's mental qualifications. 
December the 26th, ever memorable in the 
annals of infamy, at laſt arrived; the Preſident of 
the Convention took the chair early. At nine 
o'clock he announced that Lewis and his defen- 
ders were arrived. After waiting ſome time in 
an adjacent room, until the Members were all 
| aſſembled 
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aſſembled, they approached the bar in the fol. 


lowing order— 


Two Serjeants at Arms General Santerre 
Two Municipal Officers The Mayor of Faris 


LE WIS XVI. 


en by his three advocates—M. M. 
Tronchet, Lamoignon Maleſherbes, and Romain 
Deſeze—Two Serjeants at Arms, Guards, &c. 


Lewis was in an undreſs ; and from the ap- 
pearance of his hair and beard he ſeemed to have 
paid little attention to them ſince he had been 
deprived of his razors, &c. His countenance 
manifeſted ſerenity and fortitude, and his whole 
deportment wore an air of that manly dignity 
which ariies from and is ne by conſcious 
innocence 

Preſ, Lewis—the Cotrentine have decreed 
that you ſhall be definitively heard this day. 

Lewis. My Council will read my defence. - 

To Deſeze, who had been previouſly nominat- 
ed auxilliary Council with the other two, it was 
appointed to deliver the h fence, which he open- 


ed in ſubſtance, nearly in the following words: 


DEFE NCE 


61 
DEFENCE OF THE LATE KING. 


* Citizens---R epreſentatives of the Nation, 


The moment is now arrived, when Lewis, 
accuſed in the name of the French people, and 
attended by thoſe advocates whom humanity 
and the laws have granted him, ſtands forward 
to preſent his juſtification, and in which he will 
avow every principle that has influenced his con- 
duct. 

Already am I convinced, by the * ans 
of this aſſembly, that juſtice hath reſumed her 
ſeat, and that the deſpotiſm of indecent impa- 
tience, and ill-adviſed raſnneſs has paſſed away. 
Already am I convinced, that the Temple of 
Liberty is alſo the Temple of Impartiality; and 
that the man, whoever he may be, who ſtands 
in the humiliating ſituation of being accuſed, will 
receive the unprejudiced attention of his ac, 
cuſers. 

The misfortunes of kings are more tenderly 
impreſſive than thoſe of common men; and he, 
who but lately filled the moſt brilliant throne in 
the univerſe, muſt excite a ſtill more powerful 
intereſt. He no longer waves the rod of power 
never more will he depreſs the human mind 
into fear---never more will he elevate it into 

hope. 
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hope. Thus reduced, Citizens, ſurely he has a 
right to demand the exerciſe, not only of your 
juſtice, but even to intereſt your humanity, be- 
cauſe oppreſſed by misfortunes, which, in the an. 
nals of the human race, have no parallel. 

Ere the preſent moment, you have heard no- 
thing more than the anſwers he has made you. 
You ſummoned him before you. He is come with 
calmneſs, dicnity,” and fortitude, and ſupported 
by the conſcious integrity of his intentions. 

Lewis can aſſert only that he is innocent---I 
come to prove it you---I bring the demonſtra- 
tion. Would to God, that at this moment all 
France could hear me ; or at leaſt all thoſe who 
how” receives: Tina? impreſſions to his preju- 
dice. Lewis knows that all Europe expects with 
anxiety the ſentence you are now to paſs---he 
knows that poſterity will one day examine it--- 
he knows this, but conſiders only his contempo- 
raries. With him we forget 7 and view 
only the preſent moment. | 

Had I, Judges, only to anſwer, I would content 
myſelt with ſaying, that ſince the nation has abo- 
liſhed royalty, ſhe had no right to interfere fur- 
ther with Lewis for acts done, while he wore 
the diadem. But I ſpeak to, and would wiſh to 
ſatisfy the people, that he is innocent even of 
charges for which he cannot be conſtitutionally 
tned, 4 c 

I 


. 

1 ſhall here examine the affair under two 
points of view—that in which he was placed 
prior to his acceptance, and that in which he 
ſtands ſubſequent to the acceptance of the Con- 
ſtitution or, in other words, that which relates 
to his condition while monarch, and that which 
affects his ſituation . the abolition of mo- 
narchy. 

In entering on | this field of diſcuſion, I 5 
ver —firſt the decree by which the National 
Convention determined to try Lewis, and I am 
not ignorant of the abuſes which ſome minds, 
more inflamed with paſſion than governed by 
reaſon, have pretended to diſcover in this de- 
cree—lI know they ſuppoſe that the promulga- 
tion of this decree preciſely ſtripped Lewis of 
2 | 1 c 

INVIOLABILIT V, 

with which the Conſtitution had inveſted him. 
I know they contend that Lewis cannot adduce 
this inviolability, as an article of his defence. 
But that this is an error a ſingle obſervation 
will demonſtrate. For what declaration has the 
Convention made? In decreeing that Lewis 
ſhall be judged by them, they conſtituted them- 
ſelves judges of the accuſation which they had 
inſtituted againſt him ; but at the ſame time they 
decreed that Lewis ſhould be heard in his de- 
fence. It way on this account impoſſible that 

E judgment 
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| 2 ſhquld precede this * and there- 


fore he neceſſarily poſſeſſes the right of rebut- 


ting the accuſation brought againſt him, by any 


means which may appear to him likely to pro- 
duce this conſummation. If the principles 
whieh Lewis may think proper to advance are 


not tenable, the Convention will of courſe not 


ſuffer them to operate in his favour in their de- 


ciſion. But, whether they are tenable or not, 


the Convention muſt of neceſſity hear them, 
Such are the dictates of n is the 
| © 

Theſe, then, are principles on which I reſt, 
and to which I lay claim, in order to evince that 
Lewis has a conſtitutional right of adducing his 
plea, in the firſt inſtance, of Inviolability. 
Nations poſſeſs the ſovereign power of adopt- 
ing what form of government they pleaſe, and 
of amending or altering their conſtitution when- 
ever they experience that it contains faults and 
imperfections. This ſovereign . right of nations 
I mean not to deny. Yet a great nation cannot 
exerciſe. this ſovereignty i in its aggregate capa- 
city it muſt be delegated to a component part 
of that nation — and this neceſſity of delegation 
impels an obligation on the nation, either of 
electing a King or inſtituting a Republic. 


In 1789, the firſt epoch of the Revolution, 


which changed at once the form of government 
"368 + under 
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under which we had lived many ages, the af- 
ſembled nation declared to thoſe whom ſhe had 
ſelected as her repreſentatives, that ſhe would 
eſtabliſh a monarchical form of government. 
Now, citizens, a monarchical form of govern- 
ment neceſſarily requires that the monarch ſhall 


be inviolable. The repreſentatives of the French 


people thought, that, as they entruſted their 
King with the whole executive authority, it was 
right and proper that he ſhould be inveſted with 
the power of judging in all cafes, that the ope- 
rations of his authority might not be impeded ; 
ſhould poſſeſs, in ſhort, a power perfectly com- 
petent—and therefore deemed, that, to preſerve 
the free exerciſe of this authority, it was are 
fary to declare it inviolable. ; 
On this ground the — of the 

People placed the foundation of a Conſtitution 
which France demanded from them. I turn 
then to the Conſtitution, and ſee, in the firſt 
chapter on Royalty, that the monarchy is indi- 
vifable, and defcends, in a hereditary manner, 
from male to male. This proviſion naturally 
infers that the title which Lewis poſſeſſed was 
delegated to him. —The nature, however, of this 
delegation has been diſputed.—lIt has been aſked 
whether it was a contra& ?—doubtleſs it was a 
contract, reſembling in its nature thoſe which 
cannot be diffolved but by the mutual conſent 
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of the contracting parties. It was a contract in 
this conſtruction, which, as long as it ſubſiſted, 
obliged the perſons giving the mandate to per- 
form all the conditions under which they had 
given it, and obliged him to whom it was given 
to fulfil the conditions under which he had 1 re- 
ceived it. 

What, "OD were thoſe conditions and the 
penalties? In the ſecond article of the Conſtitu- 
tion of 1789, I find that the perſon of the king 
is inviolable—there is no exception, no modifi- 
cation—but there are circumſtances by which 
he may loſe this character of inviolability. 


Penalties reſpecting the King's Executive Govern- ! bl 
ment and Inviolability. 


The firſt * as contained in the firſt ſection of 

the fifth article That if in one month, after 

being invited by the Legiſlative Body, the King 
ſhall not take an oath to be faithful to the na- 

tion and the laws, and to maintain the Conſti- 

tution, or if after having taken it he ſhall retract 

it, he e be conſidered as having abdicated the 

throne. 

The nation here ordains the King gaall take 
an oath. To retract the oath, when taken, be- 
comes criminal againſt the nation. The nation 

: has 
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has foreſeen the crime, and has pronounced its 


penalty or puniſhment—what i is it — why, that 
the King ſhould be deemed to have abdicated 


the throne. 


Hence you ſee that hin Conſtitution, under bs 
this head, limits the penalty or puniſhment— 


but creates no tribunal—no trial—nor even pro- 


| ceeds ſo far as to ordain poſitive dethronement, 
- reſting only on the ground that the King ſhall 


be preſumed to have abdicated royalty. l 

But further without retracting his oath, the 
King could betray it; for he might favour hoſ- 
tile and criminal enterpriſes againſt the ſtate— 
The Conſtitution has again foreſeen this caſe, 
and — ordaing— 


2dly—“ That if the King puts himſelf at the 
head of an army, and directs its force againſt 
the nation, or if he refuſes to oppoſe any army 


hoſtile to the Conſtitution, by every means in 
his power, he ſhall be conſidered as 1 ab- 


dicated the throne.“ 
L entreat you, citizens, to pay tio at- 


tention to the nature of the erime foreſeen by 
this law than which there cannot be ſuppoſed 


to exiſt a more atrocious: offence and which 
may be ſaid to comprehend every other; for it 
ſuppoſes all the machinations, all the perfidies, 


all the treaſon, every horror, ſcourge, every. ca- 


lamity of ſanguinary war, and yet what is the ut- 
e moſt 
1 
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molt penalty that the Conſtitution pronounces 
for the | heinous nenen the nn 


ay of the throne. 


The 7th article foreſees thetniſtence ah nice 


in which the King may quit the kingdom, and 
refuſe to comply with the requifition of the Le- 


giſlative Body to Teturn.—And the penalty 
which the Conſtitution ſtill decrees is— the ab- 


dication of royalty. | | 

In the 8th article, which 1s molt -inppoetant, 
it is declared That after the direct or legal 
abdication of the King, he thall be conſidered as 


belonging to the claſs of citizens, and may be 


then-accuſed and tried in the ſame manner they 


Ne are, for all acts poſterior to his abdication. | 
Hence it maniteſtly and indiſputably follows, 


that it is not till he has either voluntarily abdi- 
cated the throne, or until he has committed 'one 
of the crimes above ſtated, which amount to a 
preſumption of abdication, that the King can 
be conſidered as belonging to the claſs of Citi- 
zens, and to be tried as fuck for acts ee 
to ſuch abdication. | 

It is from the moſt attrocious crime a King 
can.commit againſt a nation, that it ſuppoſes him 
returned to' the claſs of Citizens. In other re- 
ſpects, the. law is perfectly equal between the 


Legiflative Body and the King. The Legiſla- 


tive _ * alſo betray the nation, it might 


ſeize 


* 
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{ſeize the National Sovereignty, the nation had 
the right to pronounce a penalty againſt their 
deputies, yet none has been pronounced. 
Lewis is aceuſediin the name of the nation of 
various crimes. But theſe crimes are provided 
by the Conſtitutional act, and the penalty pre- 
ſeribed ought to be applied, and no other, as 
you cannot apply a new penalty, without a vio- 


lation of the law, which the Conſtitution has al- 


ready ordained for ſpecific acts, | 
I well know, that now the nation has aboliſh- 


ed Kingly power, the penalty can no longer be 


applied, but could it change the fate of Lewis ? 


Has he not a right to day, when the Conſtitu- 


tion was accepted, I was the priſoner of the na- 
tion, why did not you try me? You have abo- 


liſhed royalty; I do not conteſt your right; but, 


becauſe you have aboliſhed royalty, will you 


puniſh me ? and, becauſe you know- no previous 
exiſting } law. can apply to me, will you create an 
ex. poſt facto law for the purpoſe ?. and for me a- 
lone? You have all the powers, doubtleſs ; but 
one power you have not, that of being mains. 
It has been ſaid he was only inviolable- for 
individual Citizens. According to this principle, 


the repreſentatives of the people would no long 
er be inviolable to the people for every thing 
they have done, ſaid, or written, during their 


ſeſſion. And, it is further ſaid, that the na- 
tion 
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tion could not, without renouncing its Sove- 
reignty, renounce the right to puniſh, otherwiſe 
than by the penalties of the Conſtitution, crimes 
committed againſt it. But this is an equivocation, 
of which it is ſurpriſing any uſe ſhould have 


been made; for, though the nation could make 


itſelf a Conſtitutional law, it could not renounce 
the right to change this law; becauſe the right 
was eſſential to the Sovereignty belonging it; 
nor could it ſay, without univerſally exciting 
the clamours of indignation—< I will not exe- 
cute the law I preſcribed to myſelf, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſolemn oath I made to Te gp ſo 
long as that ſhould ſubſiſt.“ | 

It has been further ſaid, that there exiſted no 
law which .could be applied to Lewis, therefore, 
the will of the people ſhould pronounce without 
one. ' Here is my anſwer, Citizens, I read theſe 
words in Rouſſeau's Social Compact, article iv. 
„Whenever there is neither an exiſting law, 

nor a judge to pronounce, I cannot depend on 
the general will. The general will, as general, 
can neither try the man, nor the fact.“ This 
text is concluſive, and requires no comment. 

If you deprive Lewis of the right of inviola- 
bility as a King, you cannot deprive him of the 
right of trial as a Citizen. And in this laſt caſe, 
demand of you, where are all the forms of 
preſervation ? Where are the juries, thoſe hoſ- 
| tages 
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tages for the lives and honour of Citizens? I de- 
mand, where is the proportion of ſuffrages which 
the law has ſo wiſely eſtabliſhed ? Where is the 
ſilent ballot, which incloſes, in the ſame urn, 
the opinion and conſcience of the judge? I. ſpeak 
to you with the-plainneſs of a free man. Þ look 
among you for judges, and I ſee none but accu- 
ſers. You will pronounce judgment upon Lewis, 
though you have accuſed him—You will pro- 
nounce upon Lewis, though your opinions are 
already known to all Europe 

Lewis, in a word, will be the only Freach- 
man in favour of whom neither exiſts a law, 
nor any form of a law. 
He will neither enjoy the right of Citizen, 
nor the prerogative of a King. 


He will profit neither of his former condition, 


nor of his new one. I do not inſiſt upon theſe 
reflections; I abandon them to your conſcience, 
I do not intend to defend Lewis upon. princi- 
ples; I mean to combat prejudices which prevail 
againſt his character, and I mean to 8 
them. 
I am going, therefore, to preſent to you his 
juſtification. I ſhall enter into the facts which 
are detailed in your accuſation. 

I ſhall divide this a& into two parts, one-con- 


taining the facts which preceded the Conſtitu- 


tion, and the other thaſe which are ſubſequent 
_ 
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qi * OF THE FACTS. 
; FIRST PART. 


FACTS PRECEDING THE ACCEPTANCE OF un de 
W 


You recede, in your act, to the month of | 
June 1789—1 go back alſfo— 

But how could you accuſe him of having 
wiſhed at that day to diffolve the aſſembly? Do 
you forget it was he who then convened and 
formed it? Do you forget, that for more than 
one hundred and fifty years, Princes more Jea- , 
lous than him of authority and prerogative 
had conſtantly refuſed to convene this Aſſembly, 
and that he had the courage, that he alone 
dared to ſurround himſelf with the underſtand- 
ing, with the conſolation of the people, and 
dreaded not their remonſtrances. In fact, by 
the ſacrifices which he made before that grand 


National Convention, he gave proofs of wiſhing 
to, ſee the precious advantage which Bim — 8 


Citizens, we too much forget what France 
was in 1789, in point of abſolute authority ex- 
erciſed by *Royalty—and that without a gene- 

rous emotion in the will of this Prince, againſt 

whom ſo many voices are now lifted up, the na- 
tion 
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tion might not, even at this moment, been aſ- 
ſembled and deliberating. 

Vou next accuſe him of «. having drawn 
troops round Paris in July 1789, and with being 
the cauſe of the commotions of thoſe troops.“ 
But I can pronounce that they were only intend- 
ed for the protection of Paris againſt diſturbers. 
I had occaſion to ſee the order, when employed 


do defend the Commandant (Bezenval) of thoſe 


troops, and whom the nation did not Lemma to 
acquit.“ | 

But I have a ſtill better SOR ene 66 
and the nation itſelf furniſhes-me with it—lIt is 
this—On the 4th of Auguſt, the whole king- 
dom proclaimed Lewis the Reſtorer of French 
_Liberty—requeſted of him to unite with them, 
.and offer together their thanks to the Supreme 
Being, and vote a medal eternally to perpetuate 
the memory of the great era. | 
The month of July, therefore, was at that 
interval . out of contetnpſation relpotiing | 
You 8 him with the © arrival of he 
Flanders regiment at Verſailles” —I anſwer—that 
the Municipal Officers had expreſsly requeſted 
„„ With the inſult given to the National 
_ Cockade.” Lewis has himſelf declared to you, 
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norant of it; it did not paſs before him. 
With his obſervations on the Decree of the 
11th of Auguſt.” His conſcience dictated them; 


and why ſhould he not then have had liberty of 


opinion on decrees, ſince the nation afterwards 
granted the right of oppoſing the decrees them- 
ſelves? 


You ſay that · Lewis, at and ſince the fœde- 


ration in July 1790, endeayoured to corrupt the 
public mind; that papers have been found in his 
poſſeſſion, repreſenting that Talon was deſtined 
to a& againſt Paris, and Mirabeau charged to 
ſtir up a'Counter-revolutionary movement in the 
Provinces; that letters had alſo been found from 
the adminiſtrators of his civil liſt, which ſpeak 
of. money ſpent, and ſay; that this money had 
produced no good effect— 

Tou oppoſe to him theſe memorials, and 
theſe letters. Citizens, I could make ſeveral 
anſwers on this head. If I was defending an 
ordinary client, I would maintain, that the pa- 
pers which could be produced againſt him from 


the invaſion of his houſe c can not be err to 


him. 
The dwelling-houſe of Lewis, it is notorious 


to all, was affailed—his bureaus forced—his deſks 


broken—a .great number of his papers. have 


deen ſcattered or loſt the law had not put 


them 


that, if this odious fact ever exiſted; he was ig- 


\ 
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them under its ſafeguard—there were -no ſeals 
placed on them—no inventory made in the pre- 
ſence of Lewis, as ought legally to have been 
done during the tumult of invaſion, papers 
might be left or taken away, which would have 
explained others brought in charge againft him. 
In a word, Lewis was not preſent -when his 
papers were ſeized—he was not even preſent at 
their examination —he has therefore a right of 


| denying them, and you have no right of bring- 


ing them in proof againſt him. 

But, beſides, what are theſe papers ꝰ the let- 
ters, in fact, of a dead man—now, can the let- 
ters of a dead man be brought in proof ?—lf he 
to whom they are imputed was ſtill in exiſtence, 
they could not be oppoſed to himſelf, without 


firſt proving his hand-writing—How then can 


they be brought — a third ——— 
larly Lewis? 

It is ſaid that theſe letters ſpeak of money diſ- 
tributed ; but if this fact, which they do not ex- 
plain, be true, and ſhould it be true that they 
have extorted from his ſenſibility, from his be- 
neficence, ſums greater or leſs, is it not well 
known with what an unfortunate facility Kings 
are circumvented and deceived. The copy of a 
letter to Mirabeau and La Fayette is ſpoken of, 
but the letter was only a rough draught, and 
was never ſent. Mirabeau and La Fayette were 

Wn” then 
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then too the moſt popular men, they both loved 
the Conſtitution ; in this ſcheme the pan: of 
the State was the only end. | 
He was reproached for © his letter to Bouil, 
le;?” here there is not even occaſion for him to 
jnſtify himſelf. The National Aſſembly had 
voted thanks for the conduct of Bouille—and 
Lewis moreover wrote to him the next day, ex- 
horting him to continue to render the ſame ſer- 
vices to the nation. | 
You have reproached him wich the Affem- 
blies of People on the 28th of February; but 
popular rumours had drawn to the palace men 
of warm tempers, and Lewis 1 — 
to quit their arms. | 
Lou have reproached him with his jour- 'Þ}' 
ney to Varennes'”—but Lewis at that time ex- 
plained his motives to the Conſtituent Aſſem- 
bly; and with him 1 now refer you to thoſe 
motives. 
Von have charged him * with the blood ſpite 
in the Champ de Mars on the 19th of July.“ 
Citizens, of all the reproaches you have made 
him, Lewis takes this moſt to heart—what ! you 
accuſe him of the blood ſhed in the camp de Mars 
'—you- infiſt that this blood ſhall fall on him !— 
Have you then forgotten, that at this cruel pe- 
riod the unfortunate Prince was ſuſpended from 
his . in his —— pri- 
| ſoner 
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ſoner of the naten without ay external com- 
munication, and guarded in ſight !—Where then 
were his means of conſpiracy to ſned blood? 
Lou reproach him with having paid, from 
is civil lift, libels to pervert the public opini- 
=o and oh Rs — of > (5190s 
grants! Aan | 9901 
I ſhall ſoon have . to notice ad res 
r the emigrants— and will ſhew that he ne- 
ver had a 3 e nn 
cauſe. 
But, with reſpeR to * Übels, I 4 that 
it was not with the adminiſtrator of the civil lift 
t the receipts for all the libels of which yau 
ve ſpoken, were found—but it was with his 
ſecretary, who was not even known to Lewis— 
ſo that you cannot charge Lewis with the abuſes 
of the ſubalterns in their ſeveral offices, or of the 
intentions which they diſcovered-—But even 
ſuppoſing Lewis thould have done himſelf, not 
to pervert the public mind, but to convert it, 
what ſo many factious men have done on their 
1 e where would be the 
reproach? | 
The nation 1 now Sa a ee 
this was not the form of government that the 
nation then wiſhed. The republicans, on the 
contrary, were at that interval conſidered as 2 


faction they were deemed ſo even ſo late as the 
month 
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month of July laſt, when the Legiſlative Altem. 
bly explicitly declared againſt this ſyſtem of 80. 
vernment by a decree. 

The nation demanded the enden Then 


therefore perſons might write in ſupport of it; 


nay, they ought to have done ſo, and Lewis, as 
the ſupreme head of the government, and charg- 
ed to ſupport the conſtitution, as holding royal- 
ty from it, was obliged to ſuperintend and pre- 
ſerve the depoſit, and ought to have wiſhed to 
influence the public opinion in directing it. 
What then was a duty, cannot now be pronoun- 
ced libellous; but if in the execution of the 
views preſented him for adoption, his good in- 
tentions were betrayed, and his confidence abuſ- 
ed; and if, unknown to him, dangerous opi- 
nions were . diſſeminated, or wiſe and uſeful 
ones attacked, we ſhould heave a figh for the 


fate of the King, but could not criminate him. 
Citizens, ſuch is the firſt epoch of your act of 
accuſation; I have gone through the ſeveral 


facts, and juſtified Lewis in them, although 1 
have not yet pronounced the word, which muſt 
alone annihilate all this chain of accuſations; 
and efface all the errors, all the faults, if he had 
really committed any; I have not ſaid, that po- 
ſterior to all theſe facts, he has accepted the 
Conſtitution. This would alone ſufficed to have 
anſwered all. | y x90 | 
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ceͤptance of the Conſtitution. 
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The Conſtitution was the new compact of al- 
liance between the nation and Lewis—the paſt ' 


no longer exiſted all ſuſpicions were diſſipated 
—all diſſentions appeaſed—all prejudices vaniſh- 
ed—in a word, all was forgotten and extinct. 
We cannot, therefore, juſtly recolle& what pre- 
ceded the Conſtitution, much leſs adduce it in 
crimination. +: 
Let us then examine what followed the ac- 


SECOND PART. 
FACTS—POSTERIOR TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


Tris part or act of your accuſation compre- 
hends both the facts, which Lewis was not 
bound to anſwer, as affecting only thoſe men 
which the Conſtitution gave him as Miniſters— 


and the facts which affect him perſonally—fince 


no legal right can exiſt of accuſing both King 
and Miniſters of the ſame acts, inaſmuch as the 
Conſtitution has in fa& made a declatation of 
attaching reſponſibility to Miniſters, 

But the Conftitution did not make the ſame 


declaration reſpecting the King—did not hold 


out the fame menaces or puniſhment againſt 
him. —the Conſtitution made a diſtinct declara - 
tion relative to him, as we have ſtated in the 

G former 
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former. part of this defence—and to the terms of 

which the nation is bound. 2 
The King could do nothing without his mini- 
ſters—an order, bearing his ſignature alone, 
could not be carried into execution. It was 
highly neceſſary, therefore, that the good con- 

duct of the Miniſters he had choſen ſhould co- 
operate inceſſantly with the laws and from tlje 
preſumption of their. being conſidered always 
as the King's adviſers, that reſponſibility: ſhould 
attach to them for all acts done jointly with 
their Sovereign. E 
It is, on this account, impoſſible that the 
the King and his Miniſters could be accuſed on 
the fame grounds.—Nevertheleſs, in glancing IF 
the eye over thoſe miniſterial facts contained X 
in the act of accuſation, it will be eaſy to dit- | 
cern the imputations are groundleſs. 
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b ang FOR. WHICH MINISTERS WERE 
RESPONSIBLE. Bert ' 


For example—Lewis i is accuſed of having © ſuf- 
fered the National Aſſembly to remain ignorant 
of the Convention of Pilnitz.“ I anſwer, that 
this Convention was a ſecret treaty between the. 
Emperor and the King of Pruſſia— the govern- 
ment was only informed of it, and that very ob- 


Ea. through the nne of i intimations from 
miniſtery "ty 


/ 


gainſt government. 


(„ 


- miniſters reſident in foreign courts—there could 


not exiſt, therefore, any ſubſtantial © reaſons 


which impoſed on the executive power an obli- 


gation of tranſmitting to an aſſembly, whoſe deli- 


berations were all public, intelligence of a treaty 
which was ſtudiouſly kept as ſecret as poſſible. 

But in fact, this intelligence, obſcure and 
doubtful as it was, which government could not 
conſiſtently tranſmit to the aſſembly, was never- 
theleſs communicated, the moment government 
received it, to the diplomatic committee. I re- 
cur to the regiſtry of foreign affairs, in proof of 
my aſſertion and pronounce, that ſuch regiſtry 
will aſcertain, that the earlieſt information of 


the treaty of Pilnitz, received by government, 


was communicated without delay to the dipſoma- 
tic committee. I hold in my hand theſe proofs— 
the Miniſter, therefore, to whom this pretended 
delay has been attributed, and who is now no 
more, ſtands clearly acquitted of the charge. 
You charge Lewis, © that the Commiſſioners 
ſent to Arles were more inclined to favour than 
repreſs a Counter-revolution.” To this Lewis 


himſelf has replied moſt properly and ſenſibly, 


that not the actions but the inſtructions of the 
Commiſſioners manifeſt the intentions of govern- 


- ment---You can find no fault with their inſtruc- 


tions, and can, therefore, adduce no charge a- 


Yoy Gd 
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You charge him alſo, “with retarding for a 
month the tranſmiſſion of the decree by which 
Avignon and the county of Venaiflin were re- 
united to France.” This, Citizens, was one of 
the heads of accuſation againſt the Miniſter De 
| Leflart. The National Aſſembly accuſed him, be- 
_ cauſe they conſidered that reſponſibility attach- 
ed to him, and the Aſſembly was about to de- 
cide on it, when Leſſart died in prifon, at the 
moment he was preparing his juſtification, and 
which with his expiring breath he averred would 
leave no doubt of his innocence. Can you now 
renew the charge againſt the memory of a man 
you deemed reſponſible ? or, much more, can 
you, after his death, bring the ſame accuſation 
_ againſt the King? 
| You have charged Lewis alſo, < with the 
troubles at Nimes, and the convulſions of Jales.“ 
Let me, Citizens, conciſely aſk you, is it for the 
King to be anſwerable for all the commotions 
inſeparable from a great revolution? 

But it is urged, © that he ſupported: theſe 
commotions, becauſe his brothers were acquaint- 
ed with Du Saillant; but this deduction is 
founded in error, and which is ſufficiently evinc- 
ed by ſeveral communications made to Lewis; 
for among other circumſtances it may be re- 
marked, that in theſe communications mention 
1s made of a paper given to Du Saillant, to bor- 

| | row 
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row in the name of the Princes a hundred thou- 
ſand crowns. Now, we may eaſily conceive, 
that if Lewis was concerned in protecting thoſe 
confpirators, he- would not have reduced. them 
to the mortifying and wretched neceſſity of bor- 
rowing a ſum ſo trifling and diſproportionate to 
the expences which their plans obviouſly re- 
quired, but would have furniſhed them with aſ- 
ſiſtance more active and effetual | 
From the diſturbances in the ſouth, © a letter 
to Lewis from Wiginſtein, who commanded 
there, has been conſtituted a crime; and an 
aſſertion made, that after that General had 
been recalled the King had employed him.” 
But Lewis gave him no place nor employ what- 
ever after his recal from the ſouthern army. It 
has been ſaid, he had a commiſſion: afterwards 
in the northern army. Poſſibly La Fayette may 


have demanded it, and a rough draught of a 


letter -found in the war office ſeems to ſupport 
the ſuppoſition—but the letter was never ſent 
Wiginſtein never ſtirred from Paris, ſubſe- 
quent to his reeal, and died without l 
any new poſt. 

« The account delivered dy Narbonne to the 
National Aſſembly of the ſtate of the army, has 
been made to implicate a charge alſo againſt Le- 
wis. —1I — when Narbonne quitted the 

n miniſtry, 


1 


\ . 


? 54 ) 
miniſtry the Legiſlative Aﬀembly decreed that 


he took. with him the regret and confidence of | 


the nation. 

Lewis has been charged with i the deſtruion 
of the navy, and of having kept Bertrand in of- 
fice, notwithſtanding the complaints. made to 
him reſpecting Bertrand by the National Aﬀem- 
bly.” I anſwer—that Bertrand effèctually re- 
butted the charges, and that conſequently Lewis 
was not bound to withdraw from him his con- 
fidepce, the National Aſſembly not having 
brought any ſpecific accuſation againſt him. 


c The diſaſters of the colonies have been 


aſcribed to him” there is not the ſlighteſt rea- 
ſon for me, not a ſhadow of proof being adren- 
ced of the charge, to reply to it. 

<« He has been reproached with the ſurrender 
of Longwy and Verdun,” —I inſiſt that Longwy 
was ſurrendered by the cowardice and treachery 
of its inhabitants only; and, in reſpect of Ver- 


dun, Laſk, who was it that appointed its immor- 


tal commander, Beaurepaire, who preferred death 
to a ſurrender of the town ? Lewis. 

<« He has been reproached with having fuffer- 
ed the French nation to be diſgraced in the dif- 
ferent courts of Europe.” A ſingle word of an- 


ſwer will be ſufficient to this charge. I demand, 
in the name of my client, that the office of fo- 


reign aflairs may be ſearched, in order that it 
Pu may 
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may be proved, from authentic records, that 
whenever he informed the government of any 
inſult offered to the French in any European 


court, the government invariably demanded: re- 


paration for ſuch inſult. My colleagues and I 
have not had time to make ſuch ſearch, but Le- 
wis inſiſts upon the exiſtence of ſuch records. 

Finally, Lewis has been charged with re- 
taining in his ſervice the Swiſs Guards, in oppo- 
ſition to the Conſtitution, which forbade him, 
and to the Aſſembly, who had ordered their de- 


parture. — This charge 1 ſhall confute by the 
following facts: A decree of the Conſtituent Aſ- 


ſembly of the 17th of September, declared, that 
the King ſhould be entreated to preſent te the 
Legiſlative power a new organization of the 


Swiss Guards, which ſhould reſult from ſtipula- 


tions made on that ſubject with Switzerland. 
Till that organization ſhould- be decided, the 
National Aſſembly, conſidering that the regi- 
ment had deſerved well of the nation, ordered 
that it ſhould continue on its ancient eſtabliſſi- 
ment. In conſequence of this order the guards 
remained in fatu quo; on the I 5th of July laſt 
the Legiſlative Aſſembly paſſed a decree, by 
which the Executive Power was directed to or- 
der the departure of the troops of the line then 
in Paris; by another decree paſſed the ſame 
day, the diplomatic committee was directed to 


(782 
make a report on the ſtipulations agreed upon 
with the Swiſs, and on the ſuppreſſion of the 
| Poſt of Colonel-general of the Swiſs Guards. 
On the 17th, a letter was ſent by D* Aﬀry, rela- 
tive to the order tranſmitted to him reſpecting 
the departure of-the Swiſs Guards—he refers in 
it to the ſtipulations which were not expired ;— 
another decree was paſſed in conſequence of this 
letter, by which, till the report of the diploma- 
tic committee ſhonld be made, two battalions of 
the Swiſs Guards were ordered to ſtation them- 
ſelves thirty miles from the capital. D' A fry, 
ſituated thus between two contending orders, 
the Swiſs ſtipulations, and the apparent will of 
the National Aſſembly, tranſmitted, on the 4th 

of Auguſt, a ſecond letter to the Aﬀembly, in 
which he made ſome obſervations on the mode 
of putting their decrees into execution. 


The Aſſembly, without returning an anſwer 
to this letter, paſſed to the order of the day 


the decree was: conſequently carried into execu- 
tion. Citizens, theſe are facts dependent on the 
different miniſters: I am ſenſible that Lewis 
might have refrained from entering into a diſcuſ- 
ſion of them, becauſe the miniſters were alone 
reſponſible for them z but in glancing over them 
with the celerity to which I have been compel- 
led, I have endeavoured to prove to the French 
nation, that even in caſes for which the Conſti- 


tution 
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tution had not made him reſponſible, Lewis has 


always conducted himſelf as if he had been. I 


proceed now to facts which affect him more per- 


ſonally. 


Sccond-ACTS PERSONALLY AFFECTING LEWIS. 


Lewis is accuſed ** of not ſanctioning the de. 
crees, reſpecting the prieſts, and the camp of Pa- 
ris.” Refſpecting the latter I might urge, that 
the Conſtitution beſtowed on the King the abſo- 
lute liberty of giving or refuſing his conſent. 
But, waving this argument, his refuſal might 
be pronounced a wiſe meaſure the decree ex- 
cited great alarm, particularly in the minds of 
the national guards—the opinion of the metro- 
polis was divided—a large party juſtified the de- 
cree—a much larger condemned and oppoſed it 
the Council even did not agree - ſurrounded by 
all theſe agitations, and fearful of exciting diſ- 


turbances, Lewis deemed it prudent to refuſe his 


conſent ; but at the ſame time he determined to 
adopt another meaſure, which poſſeſſed all the 
advantages reſulting from the decree, without 
any of its objections. He formed a camp at 
Soiffons, and the effect has been, that this mea- 


ſure has produced the moſt important effects to 


the nation; for the camp of Soiſſons has been 
88 efſen- 


| 
i 
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15 eſſentially ſerviceable to the French army, while, 


in fact, that of Paris would have been * 


uſeleſs. F 
With reſpect to che decree relative to the 


| prieſts, the conſcience, Citizens, of no man 
thould be compelled. Lewis felt that he ſhould 


wound his own if he ſanctioned that decree; and, 
though his motives might be erroneous, his, er- 


ror, at leaſt, was that of virtue. However, there- | 
- fore, we may blame the effect, it is impoſſible but 


that we ſhould reſpect the cauſe. 

He is accuſed of © writing a letter to the Bi- 
ſhop of Clermont, informing him, that he was diſ- 
poſed to N the Catholic form 92 reli- 


gion when it ſhould be in his power.” —But 


this was an opinion purely religious, and which 
he was therefore at liberty to entertain; for this 


liberty is contained in the Conſtitution, though 


not in the civil conſtitution of the Clergy.— 


Moreover, Lewis in fact wrote this letter ante- 
cedent to the period in which he aſſented to the 


Conſtitution; and, when he did accept the Con- 


ſtitution, he avowed that he did not think it 


free from ſpots, and expreſſed hopes, at the 
ſame time, that it would undergo legal altera- 


tions; but ſurely ſuch hopes cannot be conſtrued 


into an intention of deſtroying or ſubverting 


the Conſtitution : 


Lewis 


ö 
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Lewis has been accuſed of “ having conti- 
nued his guards in his pay' after the Aſſembly 
had ordered them to be difbanded,” On this 
ſubje& of accuſation, Citizens, ſeveral anſwers 
offer themſelves. In the firſt place, it cannot - 
be denied that Lewis was at liberty to ſanction 
the decree which pronounced the order for 
diſbanding his guards; for he had received 
them from the Conſtitution, and therefore he 
could not be deprived of them but by his own 
conſent. Nevertheleſs, the National Aſſembly 
requeſted him to diſband them, and he conſent- 
ed. But, as the Decree granted him the power 
of eſtabliſhing anew this ſame guard, and of fil- 
ling it partly with the ſame men, it was neceſ- 
fary, that till the freſh eſtabliſhment ſhould be 
completed, he ſhould continue to all their for- 
mer pay. It was an act equally of juſtice and of 
humanity. Beſides, he did not adopt this mode 
of conduct clandeſtinely; he adopted it by pub- 
lic order. It has been ſaid, that among theſe 
guards there were many notorious for their diſ- 
affection. In the firſt place, no ſpeciſic and po- 
ſitive charge of diſaffection was ever made. In 
the ſecond place, I have no right to admit, or 


to ſay that they have been guilty of a charge 


on which they have not been tried. Thirdly, 
theſe whom Lewis ſnould deem to be diſaffected, 
would not have been admitted into the new or- 


ganigation 
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ganization of the regiment ; but it would have 
been barbarous in Lewis to have refuſed them 
that aſſiſtance of which mY nnn in 
need. 


Lewis has been further accuſed of tin 
7 the Emigrants 
& Of correſponding with his brothers.“ 
Of heading, by means of his Ambaſſadors, 
the Confederacy againſt France“. 
And of poſſeſſing an infſuence in the Court 
= Vienna.” K 130 


I centre, „M all theſe charges ; -be- 
cauſe they are contained in the ſame article of 
accuſation. In the firſt place, I anſwer, that in 
all the actions of his government Lewis never 
ceaſed to teſtify his ſtrongeſt diſapprobation of 
the conduct of the Emigrants. His proclama- 
tions ſhew it, and his tranſactions with foreign 
nations demonſtrate it. The following fact like- 
wiſe is powerfully in proof of this aſſertion. In 
the month of November 1791, the Emigrants 
wanted to purchaſe cannon and other imple- 
ments of war, which the inhabitants of Frank- 
fort refuſed to ſell. Lewis, on being informed 
of this circumſtance by his reſident in that city, 


| nnn thenkahe mogirang of, Frank- 


fort 
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fort for his conduct, and im * 
in his refuſal. 


So much for the public conduct of the King: 
But what of his private conduct ? Succours of 
money have been mentioned but, Citizens, 


there exiſts, not a; ſingle Emigrant to whom 


Lewis has given the ſmalleſt pecuniary aſſiſtance. 
It is true, he aſſiſted his nephews, when. their 
father was no longer able to do it but who 
can call this a crime? One of his nephews was 
but eleven years old, the other. fourteen, when 
their father quitted France—can they be called 
Emigrants.? For, though the Convention has 
lately paſſed - a law, ſpecifying the age of E- 
migrants, no law of the deſcription exiſted at 
the period of his nephews leaving France. Was 


it incumbent, therefore, on him to ſmother all 


ſentiments of humanity towards ſuch tender ab- 
jects. —or, becauſe he was * Ne Haul * 
ceaſe to be a relation? 

It is acknowledged allo, has * W 


ſas; preſents on the governante of his chil- 


dren—but let it be eonſidered that ſhe had been 
their governeſs, and had left France in 178g. 
To Choiſeul Beaupre, likewiſe, and La Van- 


guion, two of his attendants in his youth, he 


had made a preſent; but Beaupre had retired to 
Jtaly, and - "Ly Vanguion to Spain, at the com- 


mencement 
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mencement of the vevoluton; and neither have 
borne arms againſt France. * 
He gave aſſiſtance to Rochefort, mentioned 
| alſo i in the articles of accuſation; but Rochefort 
has not emigrated: Accuſed likewiſe of giving a 
ſum of money to Bouille, but it was for his 
journey to Montmedy—and to Hamilton, but 
it was to defray his expences of the ſame jour- 
ney, which he was unable himſelf to have done. 
It has been aſſerted that Bouille remitted to 
Monfieur, by order of Lewis, above ſix hun- 
| dred thouſand livres. An equivocal term, Ci- 
q tizens, has given riſe to this ſerious charge, 
| 


which, in point of fact, is utterly without foun- 

| dation. Bouille ſays in his account Re- 1 
1 mitted to Monſieur (che King's brother) by his 
18 order.” This order is evidently the order of 
G Monſieur, and not that of Lewis the miſtake 
| ariſes from the redundant appellation of the 

} King's brother—I contend, and Lewis challen- 

1 ges all proof to the contrary, that he never re- 

| mitted any pecuniary aſſiſtance to Monſieur ; all J 
he advanced was the ſum of 400, oo0 livres to 

diſcharge an old debt of his own brother for 

| | which he had pledged his ſecurity—and con- 

| cerning which, he choſe not to violate his ho- 

8 nour and engagement—and moreover, as the 

debt was paid to à creditor in France, the tran- 

—_ ſation 
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Action had not the 1 Wen to any act 
of emigration. 

„ reproached 7 ; with having influenced 
the Court of Vienna.” A letter from Dumou. 
tier to Monſieur is deduced in proof. In this 
letter, Dumoutier appears to preſent Breteuil to 
him as having ſome influence at the Court of 
Vienna and ſuppoſes, at the ſame time, that 
Breteuil was acquainted with the inclinations of 
the King. 
In the firſt place, it was but a letter of Du- 
moutier, who was the Prince's agent at the fo- 
reign Courts, and not the agent of Lewis —his 
opinion, therefore, can have no weight. 8 

And ſecondly, that opinion is no proof what- 
ever of the exiſtence of the fact of which Du- 
moutier ſpeaks, that Breteuil was acquainted 
with the ſentiments of the King. 

A letter of Toulongeon has been much quot- 
ed, which was written at a time when he was 
going to Vienna, and in which he pretended to 
ſay that the King condeſcended to inform him 
tuat he approved of his conduct. But I muſt 
confeſs the letter of Toulongeon appears to me 
very ſuſpicious. There is the name of one 
Vallery mentioned in it, as the nephew of Tou- 
longeon, and a Lieutenant- Colonel. The fact 
is, that Vallery is the couſin, and not the ne- 


phew of Toulongeon, and no Laa Cole, 
1 


1 
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nel. Now, is it to be ſuppofed, that Tou- 
longeon ſhould be ſo egregiouſly miſtaken in 
circumſtances that ſo {mmediately CONCETN A 
near relation? But, waving this ſtrong ground 
of ſufpicion of the authenticity of the alledged 
letter, would not the falſehood of the aſſertion 
be ſufficiently teſtified by remarking, that it is to 
the Princes, the brothers of Lewis, to whom - 
Toulongeon wrote, but without giving the leaſt 
clue or proof of ſo important an aſſertion as 
that of the real will of the King. 
A letter from Choiſeul Gouffier has been pro- 
duced againft Lewis, by which it appears that 
Gouffier has endeavoured to cement the alliance | | 
of Turkey with Auſtria; from the one circum. ' I. 
ftance it was thought, that ſince -Gouffier has 
been the ambaſſador of Lewis, his projects might 
be attributed to Lewis himſelf. . 
In order to reply to this charge, I defire only 
the letter of Choiſeul. This letter in fact proves 
two things; the firſt, that two months before 
his recal, Gouffier offered his ſervices to the 1 
Princes, but had received no anſwer, The firſt 
ſentence begins in this manner: Although I 
have not received your Royal Highneſſes' or- 
ders, which I had the preſumption to ſolicit two 
months ago, I hope that you will deign to re- 
ceive the homage of my devotion and unaltera- 
«ble fidelity. The ſecond is, that three days 


after 
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poſterior to, and in conſequence of this recal, 
Gouſſier Choiſeul determined to repeat anew _ 
the offer of his ſervice to the Princes, and to a- 
dopt ſchemes againſt the National Ambaſſador 
who had been ſent to replace him. The proof 
reſults from the following ſentence. « T have 
received three days ago my letters of recal; they 
informed me that M. de Simonwille is appointed 
in my ſtead ;- the projects, therefore, of this Na- 
tional Ambaſſador are no longer doubtful, and 
your Royal Highneſſes are tog enlightened not 
to perceive. the fatal conſequences of the negoci- 
ation with which he js charged.” It was there- 
fore Choiſeul who wrote and ated, who, recal- 
led by Lewis, offered his ſervices to the Princes, 
who attempted to keep his poſt in oppoſition to 


| his recal, and yet Lewis is accuſed ! 


A note, without date, has been adduced a- 
gainſt Lewis, ſaid to have been written to him 
by Monſieur, in the name of his two brothers, 
and found amonſt his papers. Lewis has decla- 
red, that it is not in his power either to avow or 


. conteſt the note—but which, if genuine, is the 


act, not of him, but of his brother and the 
billet proves evidently Lewis had no correſpon- 
dence with them, for it neither alludes to intelli- 
gence received antecedent, nor to any anſwer 


exported N to... | 
4g "Y 
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" As.tothe imputation of a conſiderable trallic 
carried on by Lewis, and which, it is pretended, 


the papers of Septeuil ſtrongly prove, you have 
yourſelyes acquitted him of this. You have 


only offered it as a queſtion. Indeed Septeuil's 


on conduct ſufficiently evinces that his agency 

for Lewis was no more than being entruſted 
with ſeveral ſums, to be diſtributed, N . 
to the order of Lewis, in charities. |. 


He has been accuſed of having bribed ſe- 


veral Members of the Legiſlative Aſſembly, and 
cauſed by corrupt means the paſſing of ſeveral 


decrees, reſpecting the liquidation of the expen- 


ces of his houſehold, and of the penſions on the 
civil liſt.” But unfortunately for this accuſa- 
tion, the plan reduced the liquidation of the of- 
fices ten millions, it reduced the national bur- 
then-ten millions, and charged the civil liſt with 
the intereſt, A corruption, which turns to the 


profit of perſonal intereſt may be conceived ; - 


but a corruption that leaves us all the . 
and to others all the profit, is not to be imagined. 
Another imputation has been caſt upon Lewis, 
which, as ſoon as promulgated, was likely to ex- 
cite great indignation, and which, with reaſon 
appeared to him of a very ſerious nature. It was 
a charge, that he continued in pay all his bo- 
dy, guards who were at Coblent. . 
Sls | . In 


) 
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In examining this charge, I heſitate not, Le- 


giſlators, to declare to you, that it made an af. | 
flicting impreſſion on me ſuſpected the good 


faith of Lewis, for the papers appeared to me 


deciſive, But I now acknowledge my error 


the defence of Lewis has opened my eyes, and 
I will now make him full reparation. A ſingle 


but deciſive word will acquit him of the "Remy 


imputation.— 
All the papers refer to the month of October 


1791 hear, what the adminiſtrator of the civil 


| liſt, writes to its treaſurer in the ſucceeding 
month of November— | | 


« Sir, it is the King's intention to continue to 
the officers and ſoldiers of the four companies of 
his body guards, their former pay till his Ma- 
jeſty has made a final deciſion ; . but his Majeſty 
commands, that the amount of their pay ſhall 
not be as formerly, delivered to the Major, and 
that in future, each individual officer or ſoldier 
ſhall be paid at the Civil Liſt Office, upon gi- 
ving a receipt, accompanied with a certificate of 


his living in the kingdom. His Majeſty has al- 


ſo ordered me to inform you, that the ſame rules 
are to be obſerved with reſpect to the ci-devant 
regiment of French guards, to whom he allows 
the continuance of their former pay. I give 
you further notice, Sir, that his Majeſty has or- 
dered to be diſcontinued from the 1ſt of July 
lat * 
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laſt, the payment of all the expences of the. bo- 
dy guards, except as. before mentioned, their 


own. pay, and the uſual allowance for the ſub- 


ſiſtence of their horſes.“ 


It is not neceſſary, Legiſlators, for me to make 
any obſervations on the above document; you 


are ſenſible it fully acquits him of the accuſation ; 


yet to what reflections had this circumſtance gi- 


ven birth! All the documents, which conſtituted 
the fundamental principle of the imputation, 
have received the greateſt poſſible degree of pu- 


blicity. Lewis, in conſequence, has been re- 


proached throughout Europe; while the only 
document among his papers, neceſſary to his 
juſtification, has remained in concealment; but 


an authentic copy of which he at length obtain- 


ed, after much trouble, from the proper office, 
and which he has now produced to * eyes of 
the whole world. 

Finally, I arrive at that day of diſaſter and 


diſmay, the TENTH or Audus r- Repreſenta- 


tives of the People, I entreat you in this mo- 


ment, not to conſider the advocates of Lewis 
merely as advocates—we poſſeſs the feelings of 


conſcience, we conſtitute a part of the people, 


we feel all that they feel, and deſire all that they 
deſire; we have wept, and ſtill wept over the e- 


vents of the ioth of Auguſt, and, if we had believ- 
ed Lewis to be the author of the dreadful diſaſt- 
ers 


— 


„ 


ers of that day, you would not have now ſeen us 
at your bar affording him our ſupport. 
Legiſlators, all your ſucceſſes ſubſequent to 
the above day, which you have dignified with 
the appellation of immortal, ſhould urge you to 


be generous, but we only aſk you to be juſt. 


Recollect the day of the preceding 20th June, 
recolle& the refuſal of Lewis to comply with 
the demands of an armed multitude that had in- 
vaded his palace, recollect his perſeyerance in 


his refuſal, though in the utmoſt perſonal dan- 


ger; a perſeverance that increaſed the irrita- 
tion of the multitude; recollect that freſh pro- 
ſpects of tumults and attacks opened on his 
mind reports of nn and n for car- 


rying him off. 


From this period Lewis felt the caddie 1 
ture of affairs; he ſaw the current of the public 
mind, he received daily accounts of the opinions 
of the capital—he marked the progreſs of. theſe 


agitations—he was apprehenſive of ſome error 


on the part of the multitude—he was alarmed 


for the ſafety of his houſe—he began to adopt 
ſome defenſive meaſures—he ſurrounded him- 
felf with the national guards—he ſtationed the 
Swiſs in his palace—he held a more immediate 
correſpondence with the popular powers; in 


| ſhort, he neglected no precautions which pru- 


dence dictated, and which the impending dan- 


| ger 
I 
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ger made him ſuppoſe to be neceſſary. The gth 
of Auguſt came; freſh alarms were infuſed into 


his mind. Bodies of inſurgents and extenſive 
preparations were mentioned, and the night of 


the gth was predicted to produce ſlaughter and 
diſmay. The precautions of Lewis were conſe- 
quently redoubled; the number of the national 


guards ſtationed at the palace was increaſed ; 
the Swiſs placed on guard the different powers 


ſummoned. The Department—the Municipal 


Officers were directed to attend him, together 
with all thoſe Magiſtrates whom he conceived to 
poſſeſs an aſcendancy over the minds of the Peo- 
ple. Theſe Magiſtrates commanded, in the name 


of the Laws, the national troops, and the Swiſs 


guards, not to ſuffer the palace to be forced. 
They gave orders, which, in the preſſure of the 


moment, ſeemed to be neceſſary. The Mayor 


himſelf viſited the different poſts Soon, how- 
ever, did the alarm bell ring, the general beat 


to arms=-the people afſemble. Some hours e- 


lapſed in agitations that produced no effect 
Towards the dawn of the day the people began 
their march: They directed their career towards 
the Thuilleries; each was armed; artillery fol- 


lowed them The cannons were pointed to the 
gates of the palace The people arrived there. 


The Procureur-General Syndic of the De- 
partment of Paris immediately advanced, ac- 
companied 


ſ 


} 


FIPS 
companied by the Municipal Officers, and ad- 

dreſſed the people. He repreſented, that, aſſem- 

bled in ſo large a number, they could neither 

preſent a petition to Lewis, nor to the National 
Aſſembly; he entreated them to name twenty. 

Theſe intreaties were ineffectual. In the mean 

while, the number of the People received a large 

1 addition an immenſe multitude ſtationed them- 
| ſelves upon the Place du Carouſal, or Square of 
the Carouſals in the Thuilleries, ſo called from the 
magnificent feſtival Lewis XIV. gave the Queen 

and Queen's mother in 1662, The danger in- 

creaſed. The Magiſtrates,” informed of theſe 

_ circumſtances, again appeared before the troops. 

1 The Procureur-General read the 5th article of 
the law of the zd October; he entreated them 
to defend the palace of the King, whoſe autho- 
rity had been conſtituted by the Laws. He gave 
with regret orders to repel foree by force. The 
troops replied alone by à general diſcharge of 
cannon. The Procureur-General Syndic imme- 
diately returned to the palace, informed Lewis 
of his imminent danger, and that no ſuccour 
was to be expected. Lewis, who ſome hours 
ſince had ſent his Miniſters to the National 
Aſſembly to ſolicit the aſſiſtance of a deputation, 
now 'ſent again to inform them of his increa- 
ſing danger. The National Aſſembly remained 


ſilent as the grave. 
Glent as the g The 


11 
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The Procureur-general Syndic, and two other, 
Members of the Department, then propoſed to. 


the king to ſeek an aſylum in the boſom of the 
National Aſſembly for himſelf and his family. 
He felt the neceſſity c of the meaſure, and be a- 


dopted it. 


He is accuſed of having paſſed the morning 
in reviewing the troops. The ſame accuſation 


2 be brought againſt the Mayor. Lewis poſ- 


ſeſſed a legal authority, and had the right of 
protecting his palace. He had the right of ex- 
pecting ſecurity from the laws; how, therefore, 


can he be reproached with having taken thoſe 
precautions that were neceſſary to procure obe- 
dience to the laws ? It has been alledged againſt 
him as a crime, that he ſtationed troops, in his 


palace. Was it neceflary then that he ſhould 
tamely permit the people to invade it? that he 
ſhould ſubmit to their violence? Beſides, did 5 


e 


tution, require chat he foul 6 ſuffer no invaſion | 


of his truſt ? 


I know that an t that he occaſion- 


ed the inſurrection for the purpoſe of accompliſh- 
ing his views. But who at this moment knows 
not, that, long before the 1oth of Auguſt, the 
events of that day were prepared, thought on, 
and cheriſhed in filence that the neceſſity of an 


- inſurreQtion 


} 


. 


1 
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„ 
inſurrection againſt Lewis was ſuppoſed to exiſt, 
and that the inſurrection had its agents, its con- 


rivers, its cabinet, and its directors? Who is 


ignorant that plans were formed and trea- 
ties ſigned? Who knows not that every thing 
was conducted, arranged, and executed for 
the conſummation 'of that great obje& that 
was to produce thoſe advantages which France 
now enjoys? Theſe are facts that cannot 
be controverted; they are notorious; they re- 
ſound through the whole nation; they occurred 
in the midſt of you, even in this ſpot on which 
I am now ſtanding. - The glory of that roth of 
Auguſt has been obſtinately diſputed. I mean 
not to conteſt this glory ; I mean not to attack 
the cauſes of the inſurrection; I mean not to 
attack its effects; I only contend, that, as the 
inſurrection exiſted long before the roth of Au- 
guſt, it is impoſſible that Lewis could be the ag | 
greſſor, You nevertheleſs accuſe him. 
You accuſe him of the blood ſhed on that 
day. 

You would have this blood cry out for ven- 
geance againſt him! What! againſt him who, 


in order to prevent this effuſion, came himſelf 
to the National Aﬀembly!, Againſt him, who, 


through the whole courſe of his life, never gave 


a ſanguinary order! Againſt him, who, on the 


6th of October, at Verſailles, would, not ſuffer 
K his 
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twenty years old; yet at that early age he af- 


(* * 


his own guards to protect him! Againſt TY 
who, at Varennes, ſubmitted himſelf to the fitua- 
tion of a captive, rather than occaſion the death 


of a ſingle man! Againſt him, who, on the 20th 


of June, refuſed all profered aſſiſtance, and re- 
mained alone in the middle of his people ! 

Men of France ! the Revolution which has 
regenerated you, has developed great virtues ; 
but take care that it weakens not in your ſouls 
the ſentiments of humanity, without which, you 
can only. poſſeſs the femblance of virtue. 


Hear what hiſtory will ſay: 
Lewis aſcended, the throne of France only 


forded an example of the purity of his. manners; 
no culpable weakneſs, no corrupt paſſion were 
diſcoverable in him ; economical, ſeverely juſt, 


he evinced himſelf to be the conſtant friend of 


the people. The. people requeſted the abolition 
of a tax that burthened them ; he aboliſhed it. 


- The people intreated the abolition of-feudal ſla- 
very; he ſet the example, by putting an end to 
it in his own domains. The people ſolicited a 
a reform in the criminal law, it was reformed. 


The people wiſhed that thouſands of Frenchmen, 
whom the rigour of cuſtom had till then depriv- 


ed of thoſe rights belonging to citizens ſhould 
recover thoſe rights; he acceded to their wiſhes. 
The people aſked for Liberty; he gave it to them. 
3 | | He 


5 
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He began by making a facrifice to the people of + 


his own privileges; and yet, in the name of this 


people, it is demanded on this day, that 


Citizens, I will not finiſh the ſentence 


pauſe before hiſtory herſelf—Recolle& that ſhe 
will be the judge of your conduct, and that her 
deciſion will be the deciſion of all ages. 

(Signed) 

LEWIS, 

DESEZE, 
LAMOIGNON-MALESHERBES, 
on Er. * 


o 
* o 


After his Council bad ended, * * 5 and, 


ima firm, but affecting manner, een this 
ſhort addreſs to the *— 


6 Cans: 
My Council have laid before you my means 


of defence Speaking to you, perhaps, for the 


Laſt Time, I declare to you, that my conſcience 
reproaches me in nothing, and that my defen- 


ders have only ſpoken to you the truth. I have 
never been afraid of having my conduct public- 
ly examined; but my heart is wounded to find, 

in the act of accuſation, the imputation of hav- 
ing defired the ſhedding of the blood of the 
people; and, above all, that the misfortunes of 
the roth of * ſhould be attributed to me, 


| (176) 
I own, that the multiplied proofs I have at all 


times given of my love for the people, and the 


manner in which I have always conducted my- 


ſelf, appeared to me ſufficient to prove, that I 


feared not to expoſe myſelf to ſpare bloodſhed, 
and to defend me forever from ſuch an impu- 


tation. 


The Preſident then preſented him a note, and 


begged to be informed whether he knew the 


hand-writing | 7 
Lewis. No. 
Preſ. Do you recollect theſe five keys ? 
Leis. I cannot ſay that I do. I remember 
ſome placed at the Feuillans, but I cannot E 
that theſe are the ſame. 
Preſ. Have you any more to fy in yur is: 
fence | ? 
Lewis. No. 
Preſ. Sir, you are at liberty to retire. 


Lewis attended by his Counſel, retired ;. and 


immediately a compounded burſt of paſſion, pre- 
judice, violence, andreciprocal abuſe, among num- 


bers of the Members, broke forth, which totally 


demoliſhed that order which ſhould character- 
ize a public aſſembly. The auditors leaped from 
the galleries, brandiſhing clinched fiſts at, and 


abuſing the Preſident, for propoſing. a queſtion 
of adjournment, in order that the different Mem- 


bers 


; * 


) 


( 


bers might take time coolly to digeſt and delibe- 
rate on the defence of Lewis; and which moſt 
juſt propoſal was not carried without the utmoſt 
difficulty, againſt the n cries-of © IN» 


 STANT-JUDGEMENT !”? 


Nothing material riſaſding "rs 5 place 
between 26th December and January 14th, ex- 
cepting a letter of obſervation, ſent 'by his 
advocates' to the Convention, in anſwer to a 
charge made at the tribune by a Member of the 
Aſſembly, but which had not been inſerted in 
the act of accuſation. | 

This charge was founded, on the ſending 
of M. Heyman into Pruſſia for the king's ſer- 
vice.” In anſwer, the king's advocates aſſerted, 
that their client took no part in this commiſſion 
that it was impoſſible for him to hinder his bro- 
thers from ſending agents in his name ; but that, 


when he was informed of this abuſe of it, he de- 
_ nounced it to the National Aﬀembly. : + 


To a fecond imputation, “ that the King had 


two ſets of Miniſters, one: oſtenſible for the ap- | 


parent adminiſtration, and the other ſecret for a 
Counter- revolution,“ his ad vocates anſwered, 
that of all the accuſations this was the moſt like- 
ly to have admitted traces of evidence, had any 
foundation of the fact exiſted; yet, how came 
it, that no channel, through which evidence had 
been ſo aſſiduouſſy ſearched _ nay, not even 

the 
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the ranſacking the bureaus of the Thuilleries, 
which were pretended to have been ſo fruitful 


a ſource of proofs, could afford one ſingle 
ſcrap of writing to ſupport the charge. 


Monday the 14th arrived that was to deter- 


mine the fate of Lewis. The hall and galleries 
were crouded at an early hour, with all who 


had intereſt to procure ſeats, and by thoſe 


who were ſent there by appointment, to ſupport 
by applauſe, the Mountain, a practice ſo notori- 
| ous to be denied. 
Some preliminary buſineſs being diſpatched, 
the Convention, about twelve o'clock, paſſed to 
the order of the day. The important queſtion; 


however, was interrupted above two hours, by a 


debate; on an order (juſt communicated to the 
Aſſembly) which had been iſſued by the Munici- 
pality, for ſhutting up the Theatres till after 
judgment had taken place on Lewis. 

At length the awful buſineſs came on, and, 
after a very long and warm debate, reſpecting 
the form, as well as matter of the queſtions to 

de determined, it was decreed that they ſhould 

proceed to the appel nominal on the three ſub- 
ſequent en : 


I. Is Lewis Capet guilty of High Treaſon, by 
conſpiring againſt the Liberty and 2 75 of - 


the Nation ? 


II. 


a} 
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IL If the judgment, whatever it be, ſhall be 
ſubmitted to the People? - 

III. What puniſhment, in caſe of conviftion, 
ſhall be inflicted ? | | 

From the interruption and debate above- 


mentioned, it was not till Tueſday morning that 
the appel nominal on the firſt queſtion was 
made, the reſult of which was as follows: 


Members called over — 745 
Abſent ” - 25 
Reſtricted themſelves to Eden obſer. 


vations | = - - 27 


Tries NO Guilty e Hh 693 
745 


| The Preſident then pronounced the m 


ee 


«'Y 1 in the Name of the 88 

that Lewis is Guilty of a Conſpiracy againſt the 

Liberty of the Nation, and of 2 againft 
the- oy of * ſtate. 2 


Between five and ſix in the evening, they pro- - 
ceeded to the appel nominal on the ſecond queſ- 
tion, which was thus determined: | 


Againſt 
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' Againſt the e to the People a 426 
WEN i e 151651 0%  afs 


Majority | 975 ING — — 143 


The Preſident in conſequence N the 
decree of the Convention: 
< That there ſhould be no appeal to the os. 


ple. 3, 
Both the above queſtions were prefaced by ſe- 


veral members, in giving their judgment, with 


ſhort explanatory ſpeeches, but which were too 
unimportant to be here detailed. —M. Egalite 
voted, on each queſtion, againſt his near and 
unhappy relative; at whom indignation flaſhed, 
for his unnatural conduct, from numerous eyes 
in the aſſembly. Every principle of delicacy, 
humanity, and honour, ſhould have induced 
either his abſence, or his declining to vote on 
the occaſion. 

It being midnight when the "TOP" * 
was diſpoſed of, the agitation of the third was 


adjourned till next day, when they proceeded to 
the appel nominal on the third queſtion— 


«© What ouniſhment ſhall be inflicted on 
* Lewis Capet ?“ 


A, W a previous lengthened debate on a queſ- 


tion— What ſhould be conſidered a majority? 


(and 


C8 * 
and determined that one more than balf the 
deputies ſhould conſtitute a majority, the main 
queſtion was not brought forward till late in 


the day, and which continued through the whole 
of the night— 


The awful reſult was as follows 


Voted for Death without Reſtrictions - 340 
For Deaths under Reſtrictions -. £. 26 
1 Total for Death . + - | 366 
* Impriſonment and Baniſhment | - 329 


| The remainder of the members, making the 
whole Convention to conſiſt of 745, did not 
vote from abſence, illneſs, and other cauſes. 

By the above ſtatement there was a majority 
of eleven only for poſitive or unconditional 
death, but adding the conditional votes, a ma- 
jority of 27 for death. 

The conſiderable duration of che appel no- 
minal was owing to the members prefacing their 
votes with their opinions or motives for giving 
them, but which were too diſgraceful in general 
to reaſon, juſtice, and ben to de here de- 
8 

In conſequence of the declaration by the ſecre- 


taries of the reſult of the appel nominal, the 
L | Preſident 


— 


cu). 


| Prefideat, (uitud) pronounced, amidft the 


molt profound ſilence, the following ſentence— 

« ] declare, in the name of the Convention, 
that the puniſhment which it pronounces againſt 
Ts Capet—is DEATH.” 


The three defenders of Lewis Capet were 


then admitted to the bar, Deſeze, ſaid, 


Citizens repreſentatives, the law and de- 
crees have entruſted to us the ſacred function of 
the defence of Lewis. We come, with regret, 

to preſent you the laſt act of our function. Le- 
wis has given to us his expreſs charge to read to 
you a letter ſigned with * own * of which 


the following is a copy: 


LETTER FROM LEWIS. 


Lowe to my own honour, I owe to my fa- 


mily, not to ſubſcribe to a ſentence which de- 
clares me guilty of a crime with which I cannot 
accuſe myſelf. In conſequence, I appeal to the 


nation-from the ſentence of its repreſentatives ; 


and I commit, by theſe preſents, to the fidelity 
of my defenders, to make known to the Nation- 


al Convention this * 2 15 oy, means in 


their 


1 


* 
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* 


their power, and to demand that mention of it 


be made in the minutes of their ſittings. 
6 Given at Paris the 16th January 1793 · | 
(Signed) Lawis.” 


Deſeze then reſumed his ſpeech. He remind- 
ed the Aſſembly that the decree of death had 
only been pronounced by a majority of five 
voices, while the other part of the Aſſembly 
were of opinion that the ſafety of the country 
required another deciſion. He warmly conjured 
them to examine anew the queſtion of appeal, 
and to grant to humanity, to the intereſt of the 
ſtate, all that juſtice bo not ſeem imperiouſiy 
to claim. 

Tronchet, another of the defenders of Lewis, 
proteſted againſt the decree, by which the Af- 
ſembly had declared that the ſentence ſhould be 
paſſed, like its other decrees, by an abſolute ma- 
jority. He demanded the repeal of the decree ; 
that as the penal code had ſerved as the baſis of 
the opinion of thoſe who had pronounced the 
punthment of death, the Aſſembly ought, con- 
formably to that code, not to pronounce the pu- 
niſhment except by two-thirds of the voices. 

Lamoignon Maleſherbes, the third Counſel of 
Lewis, begged the Convention to allow him till 


to- morrow to preſent { ſome obſervations on the 


kind of majority which to him ſeemed neceſſary 
before ſentence ſhould have been pronounced, 
He 


6840 
He regretted that he could not ſpeak ertempöre 
with ſufficient facility to enable him to explain 


his ideas. 
The Preſident informed the Counſel, that the 


Convention would take their requeſts into con- 


ſideration, and invited them to 25 honours of 
the ſitting. 

M. Merlin of Douay, refuted the objection 
made by Tronchet, by faying that the penal 


code required a majority of two-thirds, not for 
the application of puniſhment, but for the decla- 


ration of facts; and that the law, in regard to 
puniſhment, required only an abſolute majority, 


On a motion made by Roberſpierre, the Con- 


vention then decreed, 


I. That the appeal rer by Lewis Capet UE 
is null, being contrary to the rights of the Peo- 


ple, and to the power of national repreſentation; 
and that all Citizens are forbidden to ſupport 


this appeal, under pain of being puniſhed as diſ- 


turbers of the public tranquillity. . 


II. That there are no grounds for attending 


to the remonſtrances of the Counſel of Lewis, 
in regard to the nature of the majority which 
paſſed ſentence upon him. 

The diſcuſſion of the queſtion, Whether it 
would be proper to ſuſpend the execution of the 


ſentence paſſed againſt d. r was ad 


journed to next day. | 
F The 


"© 


. 


#» 


The Convention roſe at eleven at night, after 


a fitting which continued thirty-ſix hours. 


On Friday, January 18. ſome Members com- 
plained that, the preceding day, their votes had 
not been correctly taken, they having voted for 
the death of the King, and not otherwiſe, as 
ſtated in the liſts of the appel nominal. One 
of the Secretaries, therefore, read over the 
names of the Deputies, and the words in which 
each of them delivered his vote and opinion. 
Several Members, when their names were called 
over, gave explanations'of the meaning of the 
expreſſions they employed in delivering their 
vote; but moſt of them were unfavourable to 
the accuſed. A long diſcuſſion enſued, the re- 


| fult of which was, that they ſhould adjourn till 


the next day, when the reviſion of the appel 
nominal ſhould be declared, and a fourth queſ- 
tioned ſhould be diſcufſed, namely, Whether the 
execution of the ſentence ſhould be delayed? 

On Saturday, January 19. the firſt object of 


diſcuſſion was the queſtion, © Whether the ſen- 
| tence * er Lewis Capet ſhould be de- 


layed d | 

F 7 * Fe numerous ſentiments offered by dif- 
ferent Members on this queſtion, we ſhall only 
ſele& thoſe of a man, whoſe opinions on politi- 
tical ſubjects, have excited much diſcuſſion in 


this country ; we mean Mr. Thomas Paine, who 
appeared 


CW 
appeared at the tribune, and as he was, un- 


cal read a tranſlation of his opinion, the ſub- 
ſtance of which was as follows: © I prefer an 
error occaſioned by humanity, to an error oc- 


caſioned by ſeverity. You have no other ally 


than the United States of America. Lewis has 
been the beſt friend of theſe People, who confi, 
der themſelves as indebted to him for their li- 
berty. Were I acquainted with the French lan; 
guage, I ſhould have appeared at your bar, and 
preſented to you, in the name of my American 
brethren, a petition for a reſpite. The news of 
this execution will give great pain to thoſe ſons 
of Freedom. You ought not to adopt. ſuch ri- 
gorous meaſures. Lewis Capet has doubtleſs 


betrayed the French nation; but the miſchief 


he has done has been the effe& of prejudice, 


and of his condition. Had he been the ſon of a 


farmer, I am certain that he would not have 
been a bad man. He has been brought into his 
preſent melancholy ſituation, not. ſo much by 
his own fault, as by that of the Conſtituent Afſ- 
ſembly. I demand then that Lewis be baniſh- 
ed with all his family to the American ſtates,” 


The diſcuſſion being cloſed, the Convention 


proceeded to the appel nominal on the queſ- 
tion, Whether the execution of the ſentence 
paſſed * Lewis Capet ſhould be delayed? 

Several 


acquainted with the French language, M. Ban- 


| Wl 
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Several Members wiſhed that the term of the 
delay to be voted upon ſhould be firſt decided. 

Legendre obſerved, that the firſt queſtion. 
ſhould certainly be, whether there ought to be 
any delay, and that the Convention could after- 
wards eaſily fix the term. 

Some Members, when they voted, wiſhed to 
aſſign their reaſons, but this was oppoſed by the 


Convention, and the Members were permitted 


to pronounce only Yes or No. 

When the appel nominal was terminated, 
the Prefident announced, that, after calling o- 
ver the votes upon the queſtion, What puniſh- 
ment ſhould be infficted on Lewis? and after the 


| explanations given by ſeveral who had voted for. 


death with reſtrictions, it was found that the 
ſentence of death pronounced yeſterday upon | 
Lewis had been carried by a majority, not of 
five, but of twenty-ſeven votes. kh A ; | | 
The Preſident then declared the reſult of the 
appel nominal on the queſtion, Whether the 


execution of the ſentence ſhould be delayed? 


Of 748 Members, 17 were abſent by commiſ- 
fion, 2 . from ſickneſs, 8 without any aſſigned 
reaſon, 12 did not vote, 3 10 voted for delaying 
the execution of the ſentence, and 348 * | 
delaying it. 

The Convention roſe at two in the morning, 


after r having decreed as follows : | 
I. The 


I 
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I. The Executive Council ſhall be immediate- - 
ly ſummoned, and'a copy of the decree which 
pronounces ſentence of death againſt Lewis, de- 


_  hvered to them. 


II. The Executive Council ſhall be charged to 
notify this decree to Lewis in the courſe of the, 
day; to cauſe it to be executed within twenty- 
four hours after it has been notified to him ; to 
take every meaſure of ſafety and police, which 
to them ſhall appear neceſſary during the execu- 
tion; to be careful that no inſult be offered to 
the remains of Lewis; and to give an account 
of their diligence to the National Convention, 

III. The Mayor and Municipal Officers of 
Paris ſhall be. enjoined to ſuffer Lewis to com- 


municate freely with his family, and to have 


with him ſuch prieſts as he may deſire in his 
laſt moments. 

On the following day, Sunday, January 20. 
The Miniſter of Juſtice deſired to be heard and 
faid, 

The Executive Council met this morning 
- for the execution of your decree, ſummoned to 

attend the Commiſſioners of the directory of the 
department, the Mayor, the Commandant Ge- 
neral, the Public Accuſer, and the Preſident f 
the criminal tribunal of the department of Paris. 
After having. concerted ſome meaſures with 
them, the Miniſter of Juſtice, the Preſident of 
5 the : 


( ® ) 


the council, another Member, and the Secreta- 
ry of the council, accompanied by two Mem- 
bers of the department, and the Mayor, repaired 
at two o'clock' preciſely to the apartment of 
Lewis. As Preſident of the council, I ſaid to 
bim Lewis, the Executive Council has been 
charged to notify to you an extract of the mi- 
nutes of the ſittings of the National Conven- 
tion, 8 the 12th, 17th, 19th, and 20th of Ja- 
nuary.“ The Ferrer or me council read the | 
extract to him f 
* Lewis replied to us neatly to the ſame ef- 
fect as the contents of a paper which he drew 
from a port. folio, and delivered to us. I an- 
ſwered, that the Members of the council then 
preſent would withdraw to deliberate on his 
demands; and not being able to come' to any 
reſolutions by ourſelves, we returned to lay them 
before the council, who, after hearing them 
read, reſolved that they ſhould be communicat- 
ed to you. They are as follows : : 
I demand a delay of three days, that I may 
be able to prepare myſelf for appearing before 
od. I demand, for this purpoſe, to be per- 
mitted to ſee freely the perſon whom I hall 
point out to the Commiſſioners of the Com- 
mons; that this perſon may be ſecure from fear 3 
and from all uneaſineſs, for the act of TON 
which he all perform to me. 3:4 
M 7 
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* demand to be delivered from the perpe- 
tual inſpection which the council * has 


eſtabliſhed for ſome days paſt. 


of ſublllence. 


* I demand, during this interval, leave to 
ſee my family when I ſhall defire it, and with- 
out witneſſes. I could wiſh that the National 


Convention would conſider with all ſpeed the 


lot of my family, and permit them to retire 
freely and conveniently wherever the Conven- 
tion thall think proper. 7 

cc recommend to the benevolence of the n na- 
tion all the perſons who were attached to me; 
there are many of them who expended their 


whole fortune on their ſituations, and who, ha- 


ving no longer any appointment, muſt be in 


neceſſity, and even ſome of them who had 
no means of living but their appointments.. A+ 


mong the penſioners are many aged perſons, 
women, and children, who had no pthar means 


* At the . of the Terple, Jan. 1793. 


3 As we were W e (added the miniſter), 
he delivered a nate to one of the commiſſioners . 


of the commons, in a hand-writing different 


from his own, containing the name of this man 
+ - of charity; it is Mr TACIT, 5 by e | 


No. " Rue du Bacg.” 


Tp 


5 8 * * "oo 


1 
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The Convention decreed, that Lewis ſhould 


be allowed to call whatever miniſter of rehgion 


he might think proper, and to on Hibs family 
without witneſſes. * | 


They authoriſed the executive council to in- 
form him, that the nation, always great and al- 


ways juſt, would attend to the lot of his family. 

Reſpecting the demand made in favour of 
thoſe who depended on him for their fubſiſtence, 
the Convention paſſed to the order of the day, 


becauſe ſuch perſons had a right to appear, and 


to requeſt payment, or ſome Eren e 
_ are due to them. 

The Convention paſſed allo to the order of 
„the day, on the demand made by Lewis that 


the execution of the m might be delayed 


mn days. 


For the execution of Lewis XVI. the execu- 


tive council, in obedience to a decree of the 


- 
i 
R 
Le 
5 
* * of 


Convention, made the following arrangetnent, 


which was ſtrictly obſerved: 


Extrad from the . . of the Provi ifonal Ex- 


* 1. 20, Second Toe of the Republic. | 
The proviſional executive council, deliberat- 


WF on the meaſures to be taken for the execu- 


tion of the decree of the National Convention 


of 
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| yp of the 15th,-17th, 19th, and 20th. of January 


1793, reſolves the following regulations : 

I. The execution of the ſentence of Lewis 
Capet ſhall take Fe to-morrow Monday, Jan. 
8 
« II. The place of execution ſhall be La 
Place de la Revolution ci-devant Lewis XV. 
between the Pedeſtal and the Champs Elyſees. 


& III. Lewis Capet ſhall ſet out from the Tem- 


ple at eight o'clock in the morning, ſo that the 
execution may take place at noon. 
IV. The commiſſioners of the department 
of Paris, the commiſſioners of the municipality, 
and two members of the criminal tribunal, ſhall 
aſſiſt at the execution, the ſecretary regiſter of 
the tribunal ſhall draw up a minute of it, and 
the ſaid commiſſioners, and members of the 
tribunal, as ſoon as the execution is over, ſhall 
come to give an account of it to the council, 
who ſhall continue in a ſtate of permanent ies 
during the whole day. 
«© By the Proviſional Executive Council, 
_ © RoLanD, CLAVIERE, Moncs, LE 
Bnux, GARAT, Pacne.” 


On the 21ſt of January, the xp report 
upon the death of Lewis XVIth was made to the 


8 commons: 


2 1 


* 


4 
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. : 


Jacques Roux, prieſt and preacher of the Sans 


Culottes, one of the commiſhoners named by 
the commons to aſſiſt at the execution of Lewis, 
« We come to give you an account of the 


miſſion with which we were charged. We went 


to the Temple, where we announced to the ty- 
rant that the hour of his execution was arriv- 
He deſired ſome minutes alone with his 
confeſſor. He wanted to give us a parcel for 


you; but we obſerved, we were only charged 


to conduct him to the ſcaffold.“ He anſwered, 
+ That is true;“ and gave the packet to one of 
our colleagues. He recommended his family; 
and requeſted that Clery, his Valet -de- Chambre, 


-ſhould be that of the Queen, and then haſtily 


ſaid, of his wife. He further requeſted, that 
his old ſervants at Verſailles ſhould not be for- 
gotten. He ſaid to Santerre, Marchons, let 
us go on;' he walked through one court, and 
got into the carriage in the ſecond. The moſt 
perfect ſilence reigned during the whole proceſ- 
ſion. Nothing happened. We went up into 
the offices of the marine, to prepare the proces- 


verbal. We never loſt ſight of Capet till we 


arrived at the Guillotine. He arrived there at 
ten minutes after ten; he was three minutes get- 
ting out of the carriage; he wiſhed to harangue 

| EI the 
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the people; Santerre oppoſed i it. His head was 

| ſevered from his body. The citizens dipped 
their pikes and handkerchiefs in his blood. 

After the drawing out of the proces- verbal, 

we went to the proviſional executive council, 

who were buſy in A into the r ATIAN 
of St Fargeau.” : 


Santerre. You have heard an rence | 


of all that paſſed. Lewis Capet wanted to ſpeak 
of mercy to the Roe, but I would not is 
him.“ 

Thus far the official report: 

It is proper, however, that we ſhould be 
more cireumſtantial in our account re this moſt 
extraordinary event: | 

An hour after Links had been :nfornied of 
the fatal doom, two Municipal Officers repaired 
to the Queen's apartment, to ſignify what was 


to happen. The Queen advanced towards the 


Officers, with her hands uplifted, and cried, 

O ye murderers ! O ye murderers!” then in 
hyſteric fits dropped on the floor : Having reco- 
vered herſelf, ſhe looked with, a wild, yet fignth- 
cant eye at the Officers, who ſtood in a diſtant 


corner of the room; then turning round to the 
Dauphin ſhe ſhed a flood of tears, embraced him, 
and exclaimed, <** My dear ſon, I do not know 


what I am doing, let us neyer confound the in- 
nocent with the guilty.” | 
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Soon after, the Queen, Madame Elizabeth 
(the King's filter), and the Dauphin, were con- 


ducted to the King's dining-room, where the 
unfortunate Monarch embraced them with great 
ſerenity : The Officers withdrew, and a ſcene 
enſued of ee = grieh, wok baits 
deſcription. __ 

Two hours after, the Municipals were called 
in; and the King expreſſed a deſire of ſeeing his 
Daughter, who was in a ſeparate apartment. 
His demand' was granted, and he and his family, 
under a proper eſcort, went to the ſpot: Her 


Royal Father embraced: her; ſhe clung to him; 


he bedewed her with tears; ſhe was wreſted from 
him, and remained inſenſible for ſome time, 
when ſhe exclaimed, < O my Father! O my 


tender Father!“ Paternal : heroiſm made the 


King depart from his beloved Daughter. Ma- 


. ternal feeling retained the Queen and her ſiſter- 


in-law with the Dauphin, who faid to Lewis, 
% We. will ſee you by and bye—Adieu Huf. 
band! Adieu Brother — Adieu Father! 

The King wafted a kiſs to them with his right 
hand, but they ſaw him no more !—Arrived in 
his room, the Monarch proſtrated himſelf, and 
ſaid prayers with his Confeſſor Edgeworth, an. 


Engliſh prieft, otherwiſe called De Fermond, for. 


an hour and —— after which he had his 
: beard 
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abt ſhaved, 211 his hair turned 1 up in a z curl | 


from behind, without powder. 

In a previous decree made by the National 
Copvention, the place for putting the ſentence” 
into execution was to have been the Carouſal, 


fronting the palace of the Thuilleries. This 


was changed by the Miniſters, to whom all the 


arrangements were confided, to the Square of the 


Revolution, heretofore that of Lewis XV. The 
Guillotine was placed upon a ſcaffold, between 


the Champs Elyſees and the Pedeſtal, which was 


formerly ornamented with the magnificent equeſ- 
trian ſtatue of Lewis XV. his Grandfather. 
On Monday morning, the 21ſt inſtant, the 
King left the Temple. The proceſſion ſet out a 
little aſter eight o clock. The King fat in the 
Mayor's carriage, with his Confeffor by his fide, 
praying very fervently, and two Captains of the 


National Light-horſe on the front ſeat. The 


carriage was drawn by two black horſes, Pre- 
ceded by the Mayor, General Santerre, and o- 
ther Municipal Officers. One ſquadron of horſe, 


with trumpeters and kettle drums, led the van 


of the melancholy convoy; three heavy pieces 
of ordnance, with proper: implements, and can- 
noneers with lighted matches, went before the 
vehicle, which was eſcorted on both ſides bra a 
ems line of Dd A dag te 


The 
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Ihe train mend on with a flow pace from 
the Temple to the Boulevards, which were 


\ 


planted with cannon, and beſet with national 


guards, drums beating, trumpets ſounding, and 
aolours flying. The trotting and neighing of 
horſes, the ſhrill ſound of the trumpet, and the 
continual beating of drums, hog ng the ter- 
rors of the awful ſcene. 1 
The ſcaffold was high and conſpicuous, * | 
the houſes ſurrounding the place of execution 
were full of women, who looked through the 
windows: The very ſlates which covered the 
roofs were raiſed up for the curious and intereſt- 
ed to peep through: NR 3 _— 
At twenty minutes after ten, the 1 arri. 


ed before the ſcaffold in the Square of the Revo- . 
lution, which was covered with cannon, and 


crowded with cavalry. His Confeſſor, Mr 


Edgeworth, wanted to go up the ſteps of the 
ſcaffold with him, but this was refuſed by Gen. 


Santerre. Lewis pulled off his ſtock, coat, and 
waiſtcoat, and, with his neck and breaſt bare, 
aſcended the ſcaffold with intrepidity and un- 
daunted fortitude; (it Was twenty minutes after 
ten o'clock); he wore a clean ſhirt and ſtock, 
white waiſteoat, black florentine filk breeches, 
black filk ſtockings, and his thoes were tied 
with black ſilk . ere | 
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' Having taken leave of his confeſſor, who ſhed 
a thouſand tears, he beckoned with his hand to 
be heard; the noiſe of the warlike inſtruments 
teaſed for a moment; but ſoon after a thouſand 
voices vociferated, No harangues !—No ha- 
rangues !” The unfortunate Monarch -wrang 
his hands, lifted them up towards heaven, and 
with agony in his eye and geſture, exclaimed, | 
diſtinctly enough to be heard by thoſe perſons 
who were next the ſcaffold, * To thee, O God, 
I commend my ſoul !—1 forgive all my enemies 
die innocent !” His head was immediately 
after ſevered from his body *; the people waved 
their hats in the air, exclaiming, God fave the | 
nation!“ and the body was MI remov- ; 
ed 1 ina a black coffin. | 


Na 
B »The following is a deſcription ef the machine by | 
| _-which the King ſuffered, and which takes its name of 4 id 
| GvitLorixE from that of the At who ww it in- N 6 


to uſe: 
It is in form of a rs caſed, and ho ten feet 
| high. At four feet from the bottom is a croſs bar, on 
-which the ſafferer lays his head, which is kept down 
by another bar placed above. In the inner edges of the 
frame are grooves, in which is placed a ſharp axe, with 
a vaſt weight of lead, ſupported at the ſummit by a peg, 
to which is faſtened a cord, which the executioner cut- 
ting, the axe falls, and beheads the priſoner. The ſuf- 
ferer is firſt tied to a plank of about eighteen inches 
broad, and an inch thick,jſtanding upright, faſtened with 


See the Plate. 
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From the time when he firſt appeared on the 
feaffold; till the fatal blow, not five minutes e- 
lapſed! inſtantly the executioner lifted up the 
head, and amidſt the flouriſh of trumpets ex- 
claimed, Thus dies a Traitor“ Some of 
the guards puſhed forward to the ſcaffold, dip- 
ped their pikes and their handkerchiefs in the 
blood, brandiſhed their ſwords, and vociferated 
* God fave the en _—_ avs the ** 
dar! . 728A 
The ene ſox hows after; in thi 


| im ua. De la Magdelaine, adjacent to the 


place of execution, in a grave twelve feet deep, 


and filled with quick lime and mould; between 


the people who were ſtifled in the throng on 


the 19th of April 1770, (when a brilliant illu- 


mination and fire-work were exhibited there in 
honour of his marriage), and the Swiſs and o- 
ther victims lain at the Thuilleries on Ws roth 


of Auguſt 1794. | h 


ant arms, 4 and legs; this plank is a- 


bout four feet long, and comes almoſt up to the chin; 


4 the executioner then lays him on his belly on the bench, 
lifts up the upper part of the board, which receives his 


* 


neck, adjuſts his head, then ſhuts the board, and pulls 
the firing faſtened to the peg at the top of the machine, 


which lifes up 2 catch: The are falls down, and bs 


head, which is off in a moment, is received in a baſket 
ready for the purpoſe, as is the body in another baſket. 


; _ Cw) 


Thus periſhed Lewis XVI. the thirty-ſecond 
ſovereign of France, from Hugh Capet, founder 


of the late dynaſty, and the fourth in deſcent 
from Henry the Great, the firſt king of the 
branch of Bourbon. He was born Auguſt 23, 
1754 married May 16, 1770, to Maria Anto- 
nietta, aunt to the preſent emperor of Germany; 
ſucceeded his grandfather May 10, 1774; was 
ſuſpended from the Royal authority Auguſt 10, 
1792; pronounced guilty of a conſpiracy againſt 
the itate, January 15, 1793, and executed on 


the 21ſt of the ſame month. 


Io the juſtice of the following n we 
readily ſubfcribe, conſidering them as equally free 
from prejudice on the one wm as. from, e 


lity on the other: | 
„ Sincere: and upriakt ! in edule. gentle 


and benign in diſpoſition, this unhappy prince 
was placed, by a train of irreſiſtible circumſtan- 
ces, in a ſituation, in which the moſt, conſum- 
mate wiſdom and virtue could not act with 
perfect rectitude; nor could even the moſt per- 
fect rectitude ns prevented the fatal effects of 
jealouſy and ſuſpicion. Perhaps Europe is in a 
ſtate too agitated to judge impartially between 


bim and the ſevere tribunal that condemned 


him; a tribunal, rigid to an extreme, when 


mercy urged her powerful and perſuaſive claims, 


but content to l that rigour, when the queſ- 
* N tion 


\ 
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tion was to diſpenſe with an adherence to thoſe 
forms of law, which; on the trial of the mean- 


eſt and moſt profligate criminal; would have 


been deemed indiſpenſable. But their judgment 
will undergo. the ſevere reviſion of poſterity-; nor 
can it paſs unobſerved by the Supreme Governor 
of the Univerſe, all whoſe ways are juſt and righ- 
teous, although EN by his- finite crea- 


tures,” g | 


00 following is a copy of the Lasr- WII I. and 
TESTAuREN T of LEWIS XVI. Written by 
himſelf, Read in the n e nnn 
Jan. I *. Fe by | | 


1411 T 


3 a LY - tranſlated So; a 1 n a 


genuine by the Commons, and certified by a M 1. 
— 2 to have been * * the ori- | 


FIPS IS: 


4 IN the name ,” the Moſt Holy Trinity, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghvſt, this day, 
the 21ſt of December 1792, I, Lewis, the 
XVIth of the name, King of France, having 
been for more than four months impriſoned 
vith my family in the Tower of the Temple at 


Faris, 


( 02 ) 
Paris, by thoſe who were my fubjetts, and de- 
prived of all communication whatſoever, ever 
baer the Tith inſtant, with my own family; 
moreover, being implicated in a trial of which 


it is impoſſible to forſee the iſſue, on aceount of 
the paſſions of men, and for which no pretext 


or means can be found by any exiſting law ; 
having only Gov for the witneſs of my thoughts, 
and to whom I can addreſs myſelf, I here de- 
clare in his preſence my laſt will and ſentiments. 
I leave my ſoul to Gop my Creator; I pray 
him to receive it in mercy, and not to judge it 
according to its deſerts, but according to thoſe 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who offered himſelf in 


facrifice to Gop his Father for us men; 3 
unworthy, and for me the moſt unworthy, I 


die in the union of our mother, the Cathoke, A. 


poſtolic, and Romiſh church, who holds her 


powers by an uninterrupted ſucceſſton from St 
Peter, to whom Jeſus Chriſt entruſted them. 2 


my believe and acknowledge every thing con- 
tained in the commandments of God and the 
Church, the facraments and myſteries, ſuch as 
the church teaches, and harh always taught 
| them; 1 have never pretended to make myſelf a 
ge of the' different modes of explaining the 
dogmas which divide the Church of Jeſus Chriſt, 
but I have conformed, and will always conform, 
if Gov grant me life, to the decifions which the 


higher 


118 


118 


life, to make uſe as ſoon as I can of the Miniſtry 


— p 0 
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( 103 ) 
higher eccleſiaſtics of the Holy Catholic Church 
give and ſhall give, conformably to the diſcipline 
of the Church followed fince Jeſus Chriſt. T 
lament, with all my heart, our brethren who 
may be in error, but l pretend not to judge them, 
and I love them no leſs. in Jeſus Chriſt, accord- 
ing to what Chriſtian charity teaches us. I pray 
God to pardon me all my ſins; I have endea- 
voured to know them ſcrupulouſly, to deteſt 
them, and to humble myſelf in his preſence. 
Not being able to avail myſelf of the miniſtry 
of a Catholic prieſt, I pray Gop to receive the 
confeſſion which I have made, and above all my 
profound repentance for having put my name, 
though it was againſt my will, to acts which may 
be contrary to the diſcipline and belief of the 


Catholic Church, to which I have always re- 


-mained ſincerely united in heart ; I pray Gon 
to accept of my firm reſolution, if he grant me 


of a Catholic prieſt to confeſs myſelf of all my 
fins, and to receive the facrament of repentance. 
I requeſt all thoſe whom I may have offended 
through inadvertence, for I do not recollect hav- 
ing knowingly offended any one, or thoſe to 
whom I may have given bad example or ſcandal, 
to forgive the evil which they think I have done. 


«TT 


({ 104 ) 


« ] entreat al charitable perſons to join their 


prayers with mine, to obtin of God ths * 
of my ſins. | 

“ I forgive with al my heart thoſe «ho have 
made themſelves my enemies without my ha- 
ving given them any cauſe; and I pray Gop 
to forgive them, as well as thoſe who, through 
a falſe or miſtaken 951 have done me much e- 
<< MJ recommend to Gop my vile, my chil. 

dren, my ſiſter, my aunts, my brothers, and all 
| thoſe who are attached to me by the ties of 
blood, or in any other manner whatſoever. 1 
pray Gop particularly to look with the eyes of 
mercy on my wife, my children, and my ſiſter, 
who have long been the partners of my ſuffer- 
ings; to ſuſtain them by His Grace, if they 
thould loſe me; and as long as they ſhall re- 
main in this periſhable world. I recommend 
my children to my wife; I have never doubted 
her maternal tenderneſs for them. I recom- 
mend to her above all to make them good Chriſ- 
tians, and honeſt members of ſociety; to make 
them conſider the grandeurs of this world, if 
they are condemned to prove them, but as 
things dangerous and periſhable, and to turn 
their views towards the only and ſolid glory of 
eternity. I requeſt my ſiſter to continue her 


tenderneſs to my children, and to be a mother 


s) 


to them if they ſhould have the misfortune to 


loſe their own. 
I entreat my wife to firgits"n me all the e- 
vils that ſhe ſuffers on my account, and the un- 
eaſineſs which I may have © caufed her in the 
courſe of our union ; as ſhe may be affured, that 
I remember nothing againſt her, if ſhe 125 
ſhe has any thing to reproach herfelf with. 
_ © « T earneſtly recommend to my chüdren, 
next to their duty to God, which they ought 
to prefer to every thing; to maintain mutual 
union, ſubmiſſion, and obedience to their mo- 
ther, and 'gratitude for all the cares which the 
incurs for them, and in memory of me. 
I entreat them to conſider my fiftgr as a ſe- 
cond mother. I recommend to my fon, if he 
ſhould ever have the misfortune to become King, 
to think that he owes himſelf entirely to the 
good of his fellow-citizens; that he ought to 
forget all hatred and all reſentment, and eſpeci- 
ally whatever relates to the misfortunes and un- 
eaſineſs which I experience; that he cannot 


promote the good of the people, but by reign. - 
ing according to the Laws; but, at the fame 


time, that a King cannot mak the Laws refpec- 
tea, and do the good he withes, but in propor- 
tion as he has the n any og and that 
0 without 
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"- whoa this, off fettered in i operations, 
and inſpiring no reſpect, he is more injurious 
than uſeful. I recommend. to my ſon to take 
dare of all the perſons who were attached to 
me, as far AS his circumſtances ſhall give him 
the means; to. think that this is a ſacred debt 
which I have contracted to the children or rela- 
tions of. thoſe who: have died for me, and next, 
to.thoſe who are unfortunate on my account. I 
know that there are many of thole, who were 
attached to me, who have not conducted them- 
ſelves towards me as they ought, and who have 

even ſhewn me ingratitude ; but 1 forgive them, 
(often in the moments of trouble and efferve- 
fcence, a man 1s not maſter of- himſelf); ; and I 

entreat my ſon, if he ſhould. bave the opportuni- 
ty, to remember only their misfortunes. I could 
wiſh to be able to teſtify my gratitude to thoſe 
who have diſ played a true and diſintereſted at. 
tachment to me. On the one hand, if I was 
ſenſibly a affected by the ingratitude and diſloyal- 
ty of perſons to whom 1 had never ſhewn any 


thing but favours to them, their relations, or 


friends; on the other, I haye had the conſola- 
tion of ſeeing the gratuitous attachment and in- 
wat which many, perſons haye ſhewn to me; I 


entreat them to "oY my thanks; in the ſitua- 
| tion 


| Frag al. 1% 3 M. 1s 7: RR 
dun in 18 4 things ill are, I Bat be afraid | 
of bringing them into danger, if I were to ſpeak | 
more explicitly; but I recommend particularly + * 
to my ſon to ſeek all occaſions of * x44 4 
and acknowledging them. * . 
« T ſhould, nevertheleſs, "think Ta 1 calum- „ 
niated the ſentiments of the nation, did Te  - 2 
openly recommend. to my ſon, M. M. de Cha- 
mily and Hue, whom their true attachment to 
me, induced to ſhut themſelves up with me in 
this mournful reſidence, and who were near 
being the unþappy victims of what they did. I 
alſo recommend to him Cleri, with whoſe attention 
I have had every reaſon to be fatisfied ſince he 
has been with me. As it is he who has remain- 
ed with me till the laſt, I requeſt M. M. of the * 
Commune, to deliver to him my cloaths, my _ 
books, my watch, my purſe, and the other little 
effects which have been depoſited at the council 
of the Commons. 
I alfo moſt willingly forgive thoſe who - | 
guarded me, the ill treatment and ſeverity ._ n | 
which they thought it their duty to make me - „ 
ſuffer. I have found ſome feeling and compaſ.. 
fionate ſouls; may they enjoy the ra 1 
of heart which ought to _ from their man- A 
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